Los  Angeles  action 
leads  to  80  arrests 


Police  try  to  force  one  arrestee  to  take  an  HIV- 
antibody  test  as  AIDS  activists  shut  down 
Federal  Building 


Gunther  Freehill 

rest,  and  one  man  was  charged  with  assault. 
The  man,  who  allegedly  spit  at  an  officer, 
was  then  taken  against  his  wilt  to  a  hospital 
where  law  enforcement  officers  tried  to 
force  him  to  agree  to  take  an  HIV-antibody 
test. 

Approximately  400  participants  gathered 
before  dawn  on  the  lawn  of  the  Federal 
Building,  which  is  located  at  a  busy  intersec¬ 
tion  in  West  Los  Angeles.  The  noisy,  bois¬ 
terous  activists  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
jnedia,  passers-by,  and -federal  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officers  from  the  Federal  Protection 
Agency,  as  they  surrounded  the  building, 
blocked  doorways  and  turned  cars  away 
from  the  parking  lot. 

“The  federal  government  has  done  noth¬ 
ing  about  AIDS  for  eight  years,”  Ray 
Reece,  one  of  those  arrested,  told  GCN. 
“On  this  one  day,  they’re  going  to  do  noth¬ 
ing  about  anything  else.” 

The  demonstrators  issued  four  demands: 
release  of  AIDS-related  drugs;  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  comprehensive  federal  program 
for  AIDS  care  and  research;  the  end  of  HIV- 
related  discrimination,  including  immigra¬ 
tion  laws  and  incidents;  and  quality  health 
care  for  all. 

Organized  into  affinity  groups,  the  ac¬ 
tivists  scattered  across  the  grounds  and, 
once  they  reached  the  building,  closed  down 
all  the  entrances.  “Remember  Their 
Names”  attached  hundreds  of  mailing 
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Mass.  Senate  passes  gay 
rights  bill 

Supporters  of  the  bill  anticipate  a  victory  that  would 
make  Massachusetts  the  second  state  in  the  U.S.  to 
prohibit  discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation 

By  Carrie  Wofford 

BOSTON  —  On  Wednesday  October  11, 

National  Coming  Out  Day,  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  here  experienced  history  in  the  making 
when  the  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  bill 
garnered  two  tremendous  victories,  bringing 
it  to  the  brink  of  enactment.  By  voting  23-13 
in  favor  of  H.5427,  the  Massachusetts  Sen¬ 
ate  joined  the  House  (which  passed  the  bill 
earlier  this  year)  in  supporting  a  bill  that 
would  make  it  unlawful  to  discriminate  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

In  the  same  session,  described  by  one  lob¬ 
byist  as  a  “circus,”  the  Senate  also  voted 
down  major  amendments  which  would  have 
weakened  the  bill  —  including  one  which 
would  have  allowed  di.scrimination  aeainsi 
teachers  who  “promote”  homosexuality,  and 
one  which  would  have  ensured  the  hetero¬ 
sexual  family  unit  as  the  basis  for  public 
policy  in  Massachusetts.  Since  reconvening 
Sept.  25,  the  Senate  has  defeated  everv  new 
amendment  that  has  been  offered  after  the 
bill’s  third  reading.  Because  of  this,  the 


House  of  Representatives  is  more  likely  to 
pass  the  bill  when  it  comes  up  for  reapproval 
in  a  concurrence  vote  Oct.  16. 

The  Oct.  1 1  vote  marks  the  first  time  in 
Massachusetts’  17  year  history  of  debate  on 
the  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  bill  that  both 
the  House  and  the  Senate  have  passed  the 
bill.  If  the  bill  is  given  a  final  concurrence  by 
the  House  and  signed  by  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis,  Massachusetts  will  join  Wisconsin 
and  become  the  second  state  in  the  U.S.  to 
grant  civil  rights  protection  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Dukakis  has  assured  voters  that  he 
will  sign  the  gay  rights  bill,  but,  while  the 
House  has  voted  to  pass  the  bill  for  the  past 
few  years,  their  support  this  year  was  mark¬ 
ed  by  only  a  four-vote  margin  (76-72). 

Lobbyists  and  legislative  sponsors  here 
are  ecstatic  at  the  pa.ssage,  noting  that  the 
bill  has  died  in  the  Senate  year  after  year. 
“This  is  a  wonderful  day  for  civil  rights  and 
a  long  time  coming,”  remarked  chief  Sen- 
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LOS  ANGELES  —  In  a  dramatic  action 
at  the  Federal  Building  here,  80  activists 
were  arrested  Oct.  6  during  a  demonstration 
co-sponsored  by  ACT  UP/Los  Angeles, 
ACT  UP/Long  Beach  and  the  Orange 
County  Visibility  League. 


Most  of  the  activists  were  cited  for 
disorderly  conduct  and  released.  Two 
women  were  also  charged  with  resisting  ar- 


L.A.  activists  blockade  Federal  Building,  Oct.  6 


ACT  UP/SF  clashes  with 
police 

In  a  violent  display,  San  Francisco ’s  finest  harass  and 
arrest  AIDS  demonstrators 


By  Michael  C.  Botkin 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Uncharacteristic 
police  aggression  and  violence  led  to  more 
than  60  arrests  during  ACT  UP/San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  Day  of  Action  on  Oct.  6.  The  city’s 
gay  and  lesbian  community  was  outraged  by 
the  police’s  display  of  violence,  and  hun¬ 
dreds  turned  out  for  a  protest  rally  the  next 
day. 

In  the  past,  the  San  Francisco  Police 
Department  has  been  somewhat  more  will¬ 
ing  to  cooperate  with  the  direct  action 
group,  but  ACT  UP  members  said  that  at 
last  week’s  event  the  police  created  a 
tension-filled  mood  by  hemming  in  the 


number  of  people  does  the  government  want 
to  die  before  it  gets  off  its  ass?”  he  asked. 
“If  I  —  as  a  white  man  —  have  trouble  ac¬ 
cessing  treatment,  what  chance  does  a  per¬ 
son  of  color  have?” 

In  between  speakers  from  ACT  UP/East 
Bay,  ACT  UP/San  Francisco’s  People  of 
Color  Caucus,  and  the  Sisters  of  Perpetual 
Indulgence,  activists  performed  various 
street  theater  skits.  One  sketch  described  a 
day  at  “Generic  Hospital,”  where  “you  can 
pick  your  nose,  and  you  can  pick  your  doc¬ 
tor’s  nose,  but  you  can’t  pick  your  doctor.” 

The  Women’s  Caucus  of  ACT  UP/San 


An  example  of  police  brutality  during  ACT  UP/SF’s  Oct.  6  demonstration 


marchers  and  harassing  them. 

The  demonstration  began  with  a  rally  at 
the  Federal  Building  in  downtown  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Addressing  the  crowd,  ACT  UP  ac¬ 
tivist  Mike  Shriver  denounced  the  U.S. 
government  for  “active  genocide.”  “What 


I-rancisco  ended  the  rally  with  a  dramatic 
reading  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  focusing  on  its 
guarantee  of  equal  rights  for  “all  men,”  and 
with  a  flag-burning  ceremony  —  the  only 
segment  of  the  rally  covered  by  the  main- 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“We  felt  she  asked  for  it  for  the  way  she 
was  dressed....  The  way  she  was  dressed 
with  that  skirt,  you  could  see  everything  she 
had.  She  was  advertising  for  sex.” 

—  Roy  Diamond,  jury  foreperson  of 
a  rape  trial  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida,  in 
the  Boston  Globe.  The  Broward  Circuit 
Court  Jury,  which  was  composed  of  three 
men  and  three  women,  recently  acquitted  an 
accused  rapist  because  of  the  way  the 
woman  who  brought  the  charges  was  dress¬ 
ed  at  the  time  of  the  attack.  The  woman 
testified  that  Steven  Lord  abducted  her  at 
knifepoint  from  a  parking  lot  in  November 
1988  and  raped  her  repeatedly  for  five  hours 
before  she  escaped. 

After  delivering  the  verdict,  the  jurors 
publicly  explained  how  they  reached  their 
decision.  In  addition  to  citing  the  woman ‘s 
choice  of  clothing,  the  jurors  also  said  that 
the  woman’s  calm  and  relaxed  manner  in 
court  led  them  to  question  her  allegations. 
At  the  trial,  another  woman,  who  is  from 
Georgia,  testified  that  Lord  also  raped  her 
at  knifepoint  last  year.  “When  the  Georgia 
woman  testified,  my  heart  sank....  But 
when  the  other  one  testified,  she  didn ’t  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  shaken  up.  Basically,  we  didn ’t 
believe  her  story,  ”  said  juror  Dean 
Medeiros. 

After  the  verdict  was  delivered.  Lord  was 
ordered  returned  to  Georgia  to  face  charges 
of  rape  and  assault. 

Women’s 

coffeehouse  closes 
after  1 5  years 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  A  15-year-old 
women-only  space  here,  A  Woman’s  Cof¬ 
feehouse,  closed  in  September  due  to  “the 
political,  social,  and  cultural  changes  that 
have  occurred  within  the  community  over 
the  past  several  years,”  according  to  Equal 
Time. 

The  coffeehouse  was  a  “chem-free 
women-only  space”  that  some  women  inter¬ 
viewed  by  the  Minneapolis  paper  felt  had 
outlived  its  time.  Financial  pressures  and  re¬ 
cent  controversies  over  press  coverage  and 
censorship  were  also  cited  as  factors  that 
contributed  to  the  closing.  In  addition,  the 
coffeehouse  ran  by  collective  and  there  were 
only  two  members  left  when  the  space  shut 
its  doors  forever. 

One’  of  the  collective  members,  Trina 
Porte,  said,  “It’s  no  longer  considered  hip 
or  cool  or  ‘in’  or  important  to  the  communi¬ 
ty  to  work  part-time  at  the  co-op  and  work 
on  six  political  committees.  There  are  still 
people  who  do  that,  but  the  co-ops  are 
struggling,  women’s  bookstores  all  over  the 
country  are  closing.  In  the  ’70s  the  way  to  be 
safe  and  be  strong  was  to  be  with  other 
women  and  be  out  and  to  say  here  we  are, 
we’re  not  going  away.” 

In  its  prime,  A  Woman’s  Coffeehouse 
was  Said  to  have  been  the  only  public  place 
here,  besides  bars,  where  lesbians  could 
meet  other  lesbians,  share  ideas  about  poli¬ 
tics,  and  feel  secure  talking  about  life  ex¬ 
periences.  The  coffeehouse  also  provided  an 
alcohol-free  and  chemical-free  alternative  to 
the  bars. 

Some  expressed  mixed  feelings  about  a 
“women-only”  space  and  one  woman  said 
she  thought  that  “people  are  getting  more 
sophisticated;  they  want  a  nicer  place.” 
Nevertheless,  most  of  the  women  said  now 
that  the  coffeehouse  has  been  forced  to 
close,  there  is  still  a  need  for  women  to  have 
alternatives  to  the  bars. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Big  turnout  for 
Virginia  pride 

RICHMOND,  Va.  —  More  than  2,000 
gay  men  and  lesbians  celebrated  Sept.  24 
during  this  city’s  sixth  annual  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  Festival.  According  to  Our  Own, 
a  gay  and  lesbian  newspaper  in  Virginia,  this 
year’s  attendance  was  the  largest  ever. 

Events  during  this  year’s  festival,  which 
was  called  a  “Family  Reunion,”  included 
entertainment  by  the  D.C.  Different  Drum¬ 
mers,  a  lesbian  and  gay  marching  band,  and 
Lynn  Lavner,  a  Jewish  leather  dyke  comic. 
Introduced  as  “America’s  most  politically 
incorrect  entertainer,”  Lavner  amused  the 
crowd  with  her  descriptions  of  the  dif¬ 


ferences  between  staying  with  gay  men  and 
lesbians  when  travelling.  A  typical  visit  with 
a  gay  man,  she  said,  includes  being  picked 
up  in  a  stretch  limousine,  passing  through  a 
neighborhood  that  looks  like  Beirut  and 
pulling  up  to  a  renovated  house  that 
resembles  Tara  from  Gone  With  the  Wind. 
Staying  with  college  lesbians,  she  said, 
usually  meant  being  in  a  house  marked 
“condemned”  and  sleeping  on  the  floor 
with  River  Earth  Woman  and  her  six 
friends. 

Other  speakers  at  the  pride  festival  in¬ 
cluded  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force’s  Urvashi  Vaid  and  Bill  Harrison  of 
the  Richmond  Lesbian  Gay  Pride  Coalition, 
the  group  that  sponsored  the  event.  Vaid 
talked  to  the  audience  about  the  political 
scene  in  Washington  and  said  that  this 
year’s  congress  is  one  of  the  most 
“anti-gay”  in  recent  years.  Harrison  urged 
festival  participants  to  sign  and  send  letters 
of  outrage  to  the  straight  newspapers  in 
Richmond  which  are  full  of  “anti-gay 
bigotry  and  prejudice.” 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Comparable  worth 
bias  suit  dismissed 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  federal  judge 
here  gutted  the  largest  comparable  worth 
lawsuit  in  the  nation  Oct.  5.  The  lawsuit 
charged  the  state  of  California  with 
deliberately  discriminating  against  thous¬ 
ands  of  women  in  state  jobs  that  are  mostly 
held  by  women,  according  to  the  Boston 
Globe. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Marilyn  Hall  ruled 
that  the  California  State  Employees’ 
Association  did  not  prove  deliberate  sex 
discrimination  on  the  part  of  the  state. 
While  Hall  did  allow  the  association  to  sub¬ 
mit  new  arguments  based  on  the  claim  that 
state  policies  led  to  lower  wages  for  women, 
that  type  of  argument  is  difficult  to  prove  in 
light  of  a  recent  Supreme  Court  decision 
that  requires  proof  of  intent. 

In  1984,  the  association  sued  the  state  on 
behalf  of  60,000  past  or  present  employees 
who  had  jobs,  including  secretaries,  clerks, 
and  nurses,  that  were  held  primarily  by 
women.  Seeking  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  in  back  pay,  the  lawsuit  said  that 
women  in  those  jobs  were  continually  and 
deliberately  underpaid  because  of  their 
gender. 

Although  the  association  has  maintained 
that  the  case  is  one  of  sex  discrimination, 
and  not  comparable  worth,  the  lawsuit  has 
been  considered  a  comparable  worth  case 
because  it  examines  discrepancies,  based  on 
gender,  in  types  of  jobs.  A  sex  discrimina¬ 
tion  suit  usually  refers  to  variations  in  pay  to 
men  and  women  doing  the  same  job. 

The  state  had  argued  that  any  differential 
salaries  reflected  market  rates,  not 
discrimination,  while  the  union  said  that  the 
state  had  deliberately  discriminated  against 
women  ever  since  1930  when  the  pay  scales 
were  revised.  The  state’s  claims  were  backed 
up  by  a  1985  decision  by  the  9th  U.S.  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  that  said  lower  salaries  for 
jobs  dominated  by  women  could  be  justified 
by  prevailing  market  levels.  (Anthony  Ken¬ 
nedy,  who  is  now  on  the  Supreme  Court, 
wrote  that  decision.) 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

AIDS  film  wins 
Emmy 

LOS  ANGELES  —  While  Candace 
Bergen  took  home  an  Emmy  for  Best  Ac¬ 
tress  in  a  Comedy,  an  independent  film 
about  a  community’s  support  of  a  22-year- 
old  gay  man  who  has  AIDS,  was  similarly 
honored  by  the  National  Academy  of  Tele¬ 
vision  Arts  and  Sciences  last  month.  Living 
With  AIDS,  a  film  written  and  directed  by 
Tina  DiFeliciantonio,  was  awarded  a  Na¬ 
tional  Emmy  for  Outstanding  News  and 
Documentary  Program  Achievement. 

DiFeliciantonio  made  the  film  while  still  a 
student  at  Stanford,  and  the  work  won  both 
the  Student  Oscar  and  the  Student  Emmy. 
Living  With  AIDS  tells  the  story  of  Todd 
Coleman,  a  young  man  in  San  Francisco 
who  has  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma.  As  Todd’s  ill¬ 
ness  progresses,  he  is  assisted  by  friends  and 
dedicated  volunteers  who  provide  support 
and  comfort.  ' 

The  film  first  appeared  on  TV  last  sum¬ 
mer  on  P.O.  V.,  a  series  of  non-fiction  in¬ 
dependent  films  on  public  television.  For 
more  information  about  the  film,  contact 


Carle  Medical  Communications,  110  West 
Main  Street,  Urbana,  111.  61801. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Logical,  isn’t  it? 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  A  district  at¬ 
torney  here  is  trying  to  dissuade  the 
legislature  from  passing  a  law  that  specifies 
“homosexual  rape”  as  a  crime.  Drew  Ed¬ 
mondson  is  not  opposed  to  the  idea  all 
together,  he  just  wants  to  wait  a  while. 

Edmondson  has  asked  the  state  Court  of 
Criminal  Appeals  to  rehear  a  case  in  which  it 
overturned  the  conviction  of  a  man  who  had 
been  found  guilty  of  raping  his  nephew,  ac¬ 
cording  to  The  Weekly  News,  a  Florida  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  paper.  “If  the  Legislature 
would  make  such  a  change  in  the  law  now,” 
said  Edmondson,  “it  would  be  making  a 
concession  that  homosexual  rape  is  not  a 
crime.” 

The  man,  Clayton  Brown,  had  been  con¬ 
victed  for  the  1982  rape  of  his  nephew,  who 
was  nine  years  old  at  the  time.  Brown’s  con¬ 
viction  was  overturned  last  August  on  the 
grounds  that  a  1981  law  defined  rape  as 
criminal  intercourse  between  a  male  and  a 
female.  Therefore,  the  court  ruled,  a  male 
cannot  rape  another  male. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Les/gay  Yalies  to 
hold  conference 

NEW  HAVEN,  Conn.  —  Yale  Universi¬ 
ty’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Studies  Center  will 
hold  its  third  annual  conference  at  the  Law 
School  Oct.  27-29. 

“Outside/Inside”  will  bring  together 
scholars,  artists  and  activists  who  will  pre¬ 
sent  papers  and  lectures,  participate  in  panel 
discussions  and  conduct  workshops. 

Topics  of  panels  and  papers  will  range 
from  Lesbian  Philosophy  to  Sexuality  and 
Material  Life.  There  will  also  be  several 
workshops  on  legal  concerns. 

In  addition  to  sponsoring  the  annual  con¬ 
ference,  the  Center  promotes  scholarship  on 
lesbian  and  gay  topics  through  a  number  of 
ways,  including  building  an  archive  of  gay- 
related  materials  and  putting  together  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  bibliography  of  Yale’s 
resources.  The  Center  was  founded  in  1986 
and  is  staffed  by  Yale  faculty,  staff,  and 
students. 

Registration  for  “Outside/Inside”  will  be 
Friday  Oct.  27.  There  is  a  $20  registration 
fee  which  can  be  waived  in  case  of  financial 
need.  For  more  information,  contact  Steven 
Pierce  at  (203)  772-1742. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Just  the  fax,  please 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Boy  with  Arms 
Akimbo  is  fighting  the  recent  congressional 
censorship  attempts  with  modern  technol¬ 
ogy  —  and  mass  participation.  As  part  of 
the  “What’s  Wrong  With  This  Picture?  Ar¬ 
tists  Respond  to  Censorship”  group  show. 
Boy  with  Arms  Akimbo  is  asking  that  peo¬ 
ple  “create  [their]  own  image  or  statement 
addressing  the  issue  of  censorship”  and  fax 
it  to  the  San  Francisco  Arts  Commission 
Gallery.  The  fax  will  print  out  in  public  view 
and  will  remain  on  display  until  the  show 
ends  Oct.  28.  Works  can  be  addressed  to 
“Boy  with  Arms  Akimbo”  in  care  of  the 
gallery  and  faxed  to  (415)  558-4479.  For 
more  information,  contact  the  gallery  at 
(415)  558-4445. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Man/boy  love 
conference 

NEW  YORK  —  The  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA) 
will  hold  its  11th  annual  membership  con¬ 
ference  here  over  Veterans  Day  weekend, 
November  10-12. 

The  conference  will  consist  of  workshops, 
video  presentations,  lectures  and  a  public 
poetry  reading  by  Allen  Ginsberg  on  Sun¬ 
day,  November  12. 

The  conference  fee  is  $45  and  includes  one 
year’s  membership  in  NAMBLA,  a  political 
and  educational  organization  that  organizes 
support  for  men  and  boys  who  have  or 
desire  consensual  sexual  and  emotional  rela¬ 
tionships. 

For  more  information,  contact  Chris  Far¬ 
rell  at  (212)  807-8578,  or  write  NAMBLA, 
Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 

□  Mike  Riegle 
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Press  Notes 


Gay  Community  News  seeks  articles  on  class 
issues  in  the  lesbian/gay  community  for  a 
special  issue  to  be  published  in  December 

1989.  Possible  topics  include  pre-Stonewall 
working-class  lesbian  bar  culture;  relation¬ 
ships  between  lovers  of  different  classes; 
housing  issues,  including  gay  “ghettos,” 
gentrification,  home  ownership;  AIDS:  how 
it  hits  different  classes  and  races;  gay  people 
at  work;  class  bias  in  the  “gay 
rights”/single-issue  reform  approach;  the 
relationship  of  gay  men  and  lesbian  of  dif¬ 
ferent  classes  and  races  to  the  military;  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  criminal  justice  system;  gay 
people  raising  children:  who  can  do  it?  how 
does  it  affect  class  status?;  fighting 
homophobia  in  socialist  and  other  class¬ 
conscious  organizing;  the  effects  of  class  on 
aging  and  aging  on  class;  barriers  to  class 
organizing  among  gay  men  and  lesbians;  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  visions  of  a  class-free  society; 
and  much  more. 

Anyone  interested  in  contributing  an  arti¬ 
cle,  a  letter,  a  poem,  a  journal  entry,  an 
essay,  a  drawing,  etc.  should  contact 
Stephanie  Poggi,  Features  Editor  at  GCN, 

617/426-4469.  Deadline  is  November  29. 

*  *  * 

Wanted:  fantasy/science  fiction  by  and  about 
women.  Susanna  J.  Sturgis  of  Crossing  Press 
is  accepting  manuscripts  for  a  second  an¬ 
thology  of  speculative  fiction  by  and  about 
women.  Deadline  is  January  15,  1990.  Send 
manuscripts  and  queries  to  Susanna  J. 
Sturgis,  P.O.  Box  39,  West  Tisbury,  Mass. 
02575. 

«  *  » 

How  does  your  feminism  affect  your  recovery! 

How  does  your  recovery  affect  your  femin¬ 
ism?  Women’s  recovery  stories  are  re¬ 
quested  for  an  anthology  to  be  published  by 
Crossing  Press.  Deadline  is  February  15, 

1990.  Send  manuscripts  and  queries  to 

Susanna  Sturgis  at  the  address  above. 

*  ♦  * 

A  literary  anthology  for,  by  and  about  Black  les¬ 
bians  seeks  poetry  and  short  fiction.  Send 
manuscripts  and  queries  to  Terri  Jewell,  21 1 

W.  Saginaw,  #2,  Lansing,  Michigan  48933. 

«  *  * 

Tribe,  a  new  national  gay  men’s  literary  quarter¬ 
ly,  seeks  submissions  of  fiction,  poetry  and 
essays.  Submit  manuscripts  to  Tribe,  c/o 
Columbia  Publishing  Co.,  234  E.  25th  St., 

Baltimore,  Maryland,  21218. 

*  *  * 

There’s  more  to  our  resistance  than  picket  lines 

and  C.D.  Send  submissions  for  a  forthcom¬ 
ing  book  of  social  change  tactics,  actions 
and  demos.  Editors  are  especially  interested 
in  creative,  confrontational,  visible,  re¬ 
sourceful  and/or  theatrical  tactics.  Deadline 
is  Dec.  1,  1989.  Send  manuscripts  or  write 
for  more  information  to  Alternative  Acts 
Unlimited,  P.O.  Box  21559,  Washington, 
D.C.  20009. 

«  «  « 

Conditions,  the  lesbian  feminist  journal 
that  has  been  publishing  since  1976  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  is  accepting  submis¬ 
sions  on  The  Erotic  for  Conditions:  17. 
Poetry,  short  fiction,  novel  excerpts, 
drama,  journal  entries,  interviews,  etc.  are 
welcome.  Writing  themes  should  reflect  the 
collective’s  interest  in  race,  class,  age  and 
aspects  of  lesbian  relationships.  Original 
work  in  languages  other  than  English  is  ac¬ 
cepted  accompanied  by  an  English  transla¬ 
tion.  Deadline  is  Feb.  1,  1990.  Write  Condi¬ 
tions,  Box  159046,  Brooklyn,  NY 
11215-9046. 

«  «  « 

Spinsters/Aunt  Lute  offers  $2000  in  new  an¬ 
nual  lesbian  long  fiction  contest.  Send 
manuscripts  postmarked  by  January  2, 
1990.  The  winner,  who  also  will  be  given  a  con¬ 
tract  to  publish  with  Spinsters/ Aunt  Lute, 
will  be  announced  in  July.  Send  manuscripts 
or  queries  to  Spinsters/Aunt  Lute,  P.O. 
Box  410687,  S.F.  CA  94141. 

«  «  • 

Louise  Rafkin  of  Cleis  Press  is  collecting 
writings  and  interviews  of  children  of  lesbians 
(including  “adult  children”)  for  a  forth¬ 
coming  book.  Interested  parents  or  children 
with  positive  or  negative  experiences  can 
contact  Rafkin  after  Oct.  1,  1989,  at  P.O. 
Box  565,  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  Con¬ 
tributors  will  be  decided  by  early  1990. 

Important:  include  SASE  whenever  send¬ 
ing  a  submission  or  query. 


Activists  storm 

fundamentalists’ 

conference 

As  the  chair  of  the  U.  S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights 
speaks  on  ‘‘Blacks?  Animals?  Homosexuals?  What  is  a 
Minority?”  39  protesters  are  arrested 


against  his  appearance,  Allen  did  appear 
and  spoke  on  the  subject:  “Blacks?  Ani¬ 
mals?  Homosexuals?  What  Is  a  Minority?” 

Although  Allen’s  airplane  to  Anaheim 
was  delayed  by  weather,  about  200  pro¬ 
testers  gathered  outside  the  hotel  at  the  time 
of  his  scheduled  speech.  Chanting,  carrying 
signs,  and  singing,  the  protesters  circled  the 
hotel,  disrupting  the  conference  going  on  in¬ 
side.  At  noon,  when  Allen  was  scheduled  to 
speak  (his  time  was  taken  by  the  homophobic 
Congressman  William  Dannemeyer),  about 
45  of  the  protesters  entered  the  building  and 
sat  down  in  front  of  the  doors  leading  to  the 
room  Allen  was  scheduled  to  speak  in. 
Police  warned  the  demonstrators  to  move, 
and  they  refused,  resulting  in  39  arrests. 

As  the  arrestees  were  led  outside,  hand¬ 
cuffed,  and  photographed,  the  remaining 
protesters  continued  to  chant  slogans,  mak¬ 
ing  it  impossible  for  people  inside  to  con¬ 
duct  business.  Reportedly,  Sheldon  and 
Dannemeyer  had  to  stop  speaking  repeated¬ 
ly  as  the  noise  level  became  too  great  to 
speak  over. 

The  activists  said  they  considered  the 
demonstration  a  success,  even  though  Allen 
didn’t  arrive  until  a  few  hours  after  it  was 
over.  “We’ve  shown  people  that  something 
like  this  can’t  occur,  even  in  Orange  County 
with  its  reputation  for  support  of  right-wing 
causes,”  said  Jeff  LeTourneau,  co-founder 
of  the  Orange  County  Visibility  League, 
which  organized  the  protest. 

Due  in  part  to  the  protests,  attendance  at 
the  conference  was  kept  to  a  minimum.  On¬ 
ly  50  people  paid  to  attend  the  two-day 
event,  resulting  in  significant  financial  loss 
for  Sheldon’s  group.  Undeterred,  CCTV 
has  promised  another  Symposium  in  early 
1990.  “We’ll  be  back  here,”  said  Sheldon  at 
the  close  of  the  meeting.  □ 


By  Kevin  Farrell 

ORANGE  COUNTY,  Calif.  —  Activists 
here  disrupted  an  Oct.  7  meeting  organized 
by  right-wing  fundamentalists  that  featured 
a  speech  from  the  head  of  the  U.S.  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Civil  Rights.  The  fundamentalist 
group,  the  California  Coalition  for  Tradi¬ 
tional  Values  (CCTV),  organized  the  two- 
day  “West  Coast  Symposium  on  Public 
Policy  and  Homosexuality.” 

CCTV  is  ted  by  Rev.  Louis  Sheldon,  a 
notorious  gaybasher  who  unsuccessfully 
tried  to  prevent  the  Orange  County  Cultural 
Pride  Parade  and  Festival  last  month  (See 
GCN,  Oct.  1).  At  the  parade  in  early 
September,  Sheldon’s  followers  clashed 
with  gay  and  lesbian  activists  in  a  half-hour 
pitched  battle  that  turned  into  a  police  riot 
and  resulted  in  the  arrests  of  six  people. 

Sheldon’s  latest  assault  on  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  the  West  Coast  Symposium,  fea¬ 
tured  various  fundamentalist  speakers  ad¬ 
dressing  what  Sheldon  terms  “hope  for  the 
homosexual”  —  reparative  therapy.  Repa¬ 
rative  therapy  is  a  Christ-centered  approach 
to  renouncing  homosexuality,  and  it  is 
loosely  based  on  the  12  steps  of  Alcoholics 
Anonymous.  The  theory  holds  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  choose  to  be  so,  and  that  homosexu¬ 
ality  can  be  “cured”  through  the  use  of  this 
program.  Sheldon’s  followers  believe  that 
homosexuality  is  a  chosen  “lifestyle”  that 
does  not  merit  special  civil  rights  protec¬ 
tions. 

Sheldon’s  Symposium,  held  at  the  Pan 
Pacific  Hotel  next  to  Disneyland  in  Ana¬ 
heim,  Calif.,  gave  a  forum  to  various  practi¬ 
tioners  of  reparative  therapy.  But  the  key¬ 
note  speaker  was  William  Allen,  Chairman 
of  the  U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights. 

Despite  warnings  from  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  opposed  to  Allen’s  appearance  at  such 
a  forum,  and  the  unanimous  vote  of  his 
fellow  Civil  Rights  Commission  members 

Final  viewing 
entire  *Quilt’ 
thousands 

AIDS  activists  demand  access  to  treatments  and  housing 
for  PWAs 

By  Jckn  Zcli 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Although  the 
NAMES  Project  Quilt  may  be  too  huge  to 
be  displayed  here  again,  AIDS  activists  will 
be  back  in  force  to  press  for  a  meeting  with 
President  George  Bush,  project  director 
Cleve  Jones  promised  thousands  at  a  candle¬ 
light  vigil  Oct.  7.  -*  / . 

Several  other  events  paralleled  the  Quilt’s 
dramatic  finale  in  the  nation’s  capital  Oct. 

6-8  [see  GCN,  Oct.  1-7].  Direct  action  AIDS 
groups,  most  of  whom  were  part  of  the  loosely- 
knit  AIDS  Coalition  to  Network,  Organ¬ 
ize,  and  Win  (ACT  NOW),  staged  demon¬ 
strations  here  and  across  the  country  (see 
coverage,  pages  1  and  3).  D.C.  AIDS  activists 
also  joined  a  march  demanding  housing 
rights  and  local  gay  and  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tions  sponsored  meetings  to  discuss  the  im¬ 
pact  of  AIDS  on  politics. 

“Mr.  President,  it  is  the  tenth  month  of 
your  administration,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the 
(AIDS)  pandemic,”  said  Jones.  “Time  is 
running  out... and  it  ran  out  long  ago  for 
those  tens  of  thousands  we  remember  here 
tonight.  The  time  has  come  for  you  to  see, 
and  understand,  and  act.”  Jones  said  he  was 
appealing  to  Bush  and  other  government 
policy  makers  because  decisions  about 
AIDS  over  the  coming  months  will  help 
decide  whether  the  ultimate  death  toll  is 
measured  in  tens  of  thousands  or  tens  of 
millions. 

Jones,  who  conceived  the  idea  of  the 
Quilt  in  1985,  urged  Bush  to  “stand  in 
global  solidarity  against  the  AIDS  pandem¬ 
ic”  on  World  AIDS  Day,  December  1. 


of  the 
draws 


ACT  U  P/Boston  blocks  the  Mass.  Ave.  bridge,  Oct.  1 1 

AIDS  demonstrators 
arrested  in  Boston 

Protesting  AIDS  budget  cuts,  ACT  UP  stages  a  dramatic 
rush  hour  action 


AIDS  activists  join  Housing  Now!  march,  Oct.  8 


The  third  and  final  display  of  the  Quilt  in 
its  entirety  Columbus  Day  weekend  featured 
10,848  individual  panels,  nearly  six  times  the 
size  of  the  first  showing  during  the  1987  Na¬ 
tional  March  on  Washington  for  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Rights. 

“It  is  imperative  that  those  decisions  [on 
AIDS]  be  made  with  compassion,  and  we 
know  that  seeing  the  Quilt  opens  people’s 
hearts  and  minds  to  the  reality  of  this 
epidemic  and  the  need  for  immediate  and 
compassionate  response,”  said  Jones. 

Meanwhile,  AIDS  activists  staged  two 
protests  at  the  White  House  so  that  Quilt 
visitors  could  turn  their  “grief  into 
anger. ..into  action”  by  working  for  free, 
accessible  health  treatment  and  adequate 
housing  for  people  with  .AIDS  (PWAs). 

During  rush  hour  on  Friday,  Oct.  6,  at 
least  300  people  marched  from  the  Ellipse 
past  the  U.S.  Treasury,  where  they  dumped 
mock  $500  bills  that  said,  “Money  for 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

BOSTON  —  In  its  boldest  act  of  civil 
disobedience  to  date,  ACT  UP/Boston 
blocked  rush-hour  traffic  on  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Avenue  Bridge  for  30  minutes  Oct.  11 
to  protest  inadequate  funding  at  the  state 
and  national  levels  to  fight  the  AIDS 
epidemic.  Eleven  ACT  UP  members  were 
arrested  and  charged  with  disorderly  con¬ 
duct  after  they  successfully  blocked  both 
lanes  of  the  bridge  that  spans  the  Charles 
River  between  Boston  and  Cambridge  at 
Massachusetts  Avenue. 

“We  are  taking  our  case  to  the  people  of 
Massachusetts,”  said  Will  Murphy,  a 
spokesperson  for  ACT  UP.  He  said  that  the 
group  decided  to  block  traffic  to  make  the 
point  that  “no  one  has  a  right  to  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  life.” 

Steven  Busby,  one  of  the  ACT  UP  mem¬ 
bers  who  was  arrested,  said  the  action  was 
intended  to  let  people  know  that  “AIDS  af¬ 
fects  everyone.” 

Murphy  said  the  protest  was  part  of  a  na¬ 
tionally  coordinated  group  of  AIDS  actions, 
most  of  which  took  place  on  Oct.  6  (see 
related  stories,  pages  1  and  3.)  Although 
ACT  UP  publicized  the  Oct.  11  event,  no 
details  about  the  location  and  nature  of  the 
civil  disobedience  were  announced  before 
the  action,  giving  the  action  an  aura  of 
secrecy. 

About  50  people  gathered  at  the  Dart¬ 
mouth  Street  footbridge  on  the  Charles 
River  Esplanade  where  they  were  met  by 
several  ACT  UP  members  handing  out  signs 
and  leaflets.  These  participants,  many  of 
whom  had  no  idea  where  they  were  headed, 
followed  a  drum  and  fife  corps  dressed  like 
skeletons  through  crowded  downtown 
streets.  Chanting  slogans  with  messages 
about  AIDS,  health  care,  and  the  budget, 
the  ralliers  finally  arrived  at  the  protest  site 
—  half-way  across  the  bridge  —  at  about  5 
p.m. 

As  the  ralliers  cheered  from  the  sidewalk, 
the  11  protesters  risking  arrest  walked  out 
into  the  traffic,  which  immediately  came  to 
a  halt.  Several  Metropolitan  Police  officers 
rode  up  on  motorcycles,  prompting  the  pro¬ 
testers  to  sit  down  and  link  arms,  all  the 
while  chanting  “How  many  deaths  will  it 
take?  AIDS  won’t  wait,”  and  other  slogans. 
One  emotional  high  point  in  the  action  came 
when  a  cop  who  had  donned  rubber  gloves 
responded  to  chastising  chants  by  tossing 
the  latex  accessories  over  the  side  of  the 
bridge. 

After  about  20  minutes,  the  cops  began 
arresting  the  demonstrators.  Several  of  the 
arrestees  refused  to  cooperate  and  were  car¬ 
ried  or  dragged  to  waiting  police  vehicles. 
Both  the  police  and  those  arrested  said  they 
thought  the  arrests  were  handled  well,  with  a 
couple  of  exceptions.  Busby,  the  last  person 
to  be  arrested,  said  one  of  the  officers  that 
arrested  him  wrapped  his  fingers  through 
Busby’s  and  threatened  to  break  them  if 
Busby  didn’t  get  up  and  walk  to  the  police 
van.  Busby  said  at  that  point  Metro  Police 
Deputy  Superintendent  Kathy  O’Toole  in¬ 
tervened  and  prevented  Busby  from  being 
hurt. 

Observers  then  watched  and  winced  as 


Busby  was  handcuffed,  picked  up,  then 
dropped  by  several  police  officers.  Busby 
said  while  he  lay  on  the  ground,  one  of  the 
officers  told  him  to  “Get  up  and  walk  like  a 
man  instead  of  lying  there  like  a  faggot.” 
Finally,  a  Boston  Police  truck  drove  up  to 
the  site  and  Busby  got  into  it  voluntarily. 

O’Toole,  who  appeared  to  be  consulting 
with  the  other  police  officers  present,  as  well 
as  with  the  demonstrators  themselves,  told 
GCN  she  thought  the  arrests  went  well.  “I 
was  happy  to  be  able  to  develop  a 
dialogue,”  she  said.  She  said  she  recognized 
several  of  the  people  at  the  demonstration 
from  meetings  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  (of  which  Metro  Police  is  a 
branch)  has  held  with  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Citizen  Advisory  Commitee.  O’Toole  said 
the  incident  with  Busby  happened  because 
officers  are  trained  to  use  holds  that  cause 
“temporary  discomfort”  in  cases  of  civil 
disobedience,  instead  of  using  “nightsticks 
and  mace  that  could  actually  physically  hurt 
somebody.” 

By  5:30  the  protesters  were  cleared  from 
the  bridge,  and  the  rush-hour  traffic  resum¬ 
ed.  Those  arrested  were  taken  to  the  Old 
Colony  Division  Station  of  the  MDC,  where 
they  were  charged  and  released  on  their  own 
recognisance  after  about  90  minutes.  All  1 1 
will  be  arraigned  Oct.  13  on  charges  of 
disorderly  conduct. 

Kim  Donahue,  the  only  woman  among 
the  arrestees,  said  she  thought  the  charges 
against  the  protesters  might  be  dropped  for 
a  couple  of  reasons.  She  told  GCN  it  was  her 
impression  that  disorderly  conduct  charges 
were  appropriate  only  if  the  person  charged 
was  acting  disorderly  for  no  apparent 
reason.  “We  definitely  had  a  reason  for 
what  we  were  doing,”  Donahue  said.  She 
also  said  that  while  handcuffed  to  a  chair  in 
the  police  station  she  overheard  several  of¬ 
ficers  talking  about  the  arrest  procedure, 
and  that  they  expressed  concern  that  they 
did  not  know  who  the  arresting  officers 
were.  “They  kept  saying,  ‘We  don’t  have 
any  arresting  officers,”  said  Donahue. 
“The  guys  that  arrested  us  had  dropped  us 
off  and  scattered.  It  was  really  kind  of  fun¬ 
ny.” 

O’Toole  said  she  did  not  know  what  the 
district  attorney  planned  to  do  in  court,  but 
that  the  disorderly  conduct  charge  was  ap¬ 
propriate  in  cases  where  a  “breach  of  the 
peace”  occurs.  She  also  said  she  did  not 
think  there  was  a  problem  with  the  iden¬ 
tification  of  the  arresting  officers,  since  she 
herself  personally  asked  each  protester  to 
leave  the  road  and  was  therefore  one  of  the 
arresting  officers  who  could  testify  in  court. 

Donahue  said  she  felt  it  was  important  for 
her  as  a  woman  to  participate  in  the  civil 
disobedience  “because  women  need  to  be 
represented.”  She  said  that  “in  general, 
women’s  issues  around  AIDS  aren’t  ad¬ 
dressed  enough,”  but  that  “ACT  UP  does  a 
good  job.”  (Murphy  said  of  the  35  or  so 
people  who  regularly  attend  ACT  UP  meet¬ 
ings,  there  are  usually  about  five  women 
who  attend  any  given  meeting  and  about  ten 
who  are  somehow  active  in  the  group. 

Continued  on  page  6 
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GCN  Job  Openings: 
Art  Director 

Available  immediately.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications;  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred. 

Features  Editor 

Available  in  January  1 990.  Solicit  and  edit  ar¬ 
ticles  covering  cultural  and  political  issues  for 
the  features  section,  including  monthly  book 
supplements.  Provide  overall  direction  for 
features  pages. 

Qualifications:  Strong  editing,  copy  editing 
and  writing  skills.  Knowledge  of  issues  of  im¬ 
portance  to  diverse  communities.  Organiza¬ 
tional  skills  and  ability  to  work  under  deadline 
pressure. 

Deadline  for  application:  December  1 1 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  and  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  either  position:  Please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

GCN  job  Search  committee 

62  Berkeley  Street 

Boston,  MA  02116 


able  to  grow  something  other  than  a  toxic 
weed  on  tax  dollars. 

Think  of  the  untold  grief  and  suffering 
Helms  has  heaped  upon  the  lesbian/gay 
community  by  causing  to  be  cut  or  amended 
almost  all  legislation  for  AIDS,  and  anti- 
discrimination  and  basic  human  rights  bills. 

We  should  not  be  alone  in  a  fight  like  this 
either.  What  possible  excuse  could  the 
American  Medical  Association,  American 
Cancer  Society  and  Surgeon  General  have 
for  not  joining  in  the  fray?  Get  them  up  off 
their  well-padded  butts! 

Then,  shame  the  insurance  companies 
across  the  nation  into  joining  in  by  publish¬ 
ing  the  statistics  on  how  many  people  die  of 
lung  cancer,  emphysema,  and  other 
tobacco-related  diseases.  How  much  money 
does  the  government  give  tobacco  growers? 
Wouldn’t  it  be  better  to  spend  it  on  cancer 
research?  Those  researchers  say  they  don’t 
get  enough. 

I  am  not  saying  that  people  can’t  grow 
tobacco  if  they  can  make  a  living  at  it. 
Someone  pays  for  all  that  advertising. 
Taxpayers?  Also,  I  definitely  feel  that  peo¬ 
ple  who  smoke  have  rights  to  do  so!  Don’t 
add  to  the  hate  and  intolerance. 

What  I  am  saying  is  that  the  American 
people  should  not  pay  three  times  (once  in 
tax  subsidies,  once  in  higher  health  in¬ 
surance  premiums,  and  again  for  long,  unin¬ 
sured,  tobacco-caused  illness)  for  par¬ 
ticularly  slow,  agonizing  and  expensive 
death. 

And  we  certainly  can’t  forget  that  these 
subsidies,  this  government  assistance,  this 
welfare,  does  make  Jesse  look  good  to  his 
fanatical  followers. 

If  collective  America  has  even  one  active 
brain  cell  left  among  them,  then  all  of  the 
conspiracy  theories,  all  of  the  flag-waving 
and  the  fifty  Bible  passages  quoting  God’s 
love  for  tobacco,  that  this  fight  will  bring 
out,  should  not  make  Big  Jesse’s  case  have 
any  Merit!  (Pun  intended,  but  that’s  Kool.) 
Can’t  the  multi-billion  dollar  religious  in¬ 
dustry  defend  itself  against  those  godless 
artists?  Whatever  happened  to  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state  anyway? 

I  submit  this  idea  to  any  and  all  to  use  as 
they  see  fit.  I  won’t  join  the  fray  because  I 
am  disabled  and  on  a  government  subsidy  of 
my  own  that  I  fear  would  all  too  quickly 
disappear  if  I  identify  myself. 

Sincerely, 

Name  withheld  upon  request 
H  San  Francisco,  Calif. 


ACT  UP  racist  and 
ethnocentric 


“Community  Voices’’  and  “Speaking  Out’’  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Spewing  Out’’ 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  print^  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Helms  is  at  it  again 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  amazed  and  appalled!  Once  again 
Senator  Jesse  Helms  [R-N.C.)  is  trying  to 
cram  his  petty,  small-minded,  bigoted  and 
very  unChristian  point  of  view  down  the 
throats  of  the  American  populace!  This  time 
he  wants  to  take  control  of  the  pitiful 
amount  of  money  the  government  reluctant¬ 
ly  grants  to  inspire  the  artists  of  our  land.  He 
and  (ugh)  people  like  him  are  going  to 
decide  what  is  acceptable  as  art  in  America! 
Fig  leaves  and  animals  and  kids  with  large, 
sad  eyes,  painted  on  black  velvet  will  grace 
our  national  museums. 

So  be  it;  although  I  do  feel  that  Jesse 
dearest  should  find  out  just  exactly  how  it 
feels  to  have  the  money  cut  for  something  he 
holds  dear  to  his  heart!  I  am  talking  about 
removing  the  government  subsidies  for  to¬ 
bacco  crops.  Land  used  for  tobacco  must  be 


Dear  GCA^: 

John  Zeh’s  article  “AIDS  activists 
disrupt  D.C.  conference’’  (GCN,  Sept.  3-9, 
1989)  was  disingenuous  at  best.  Somehow 
he  neglected  to  mention  who  the  ACT  UP 
members  disrupted  and  the  response  that 
disruption  received  from  a  significant  por¬ 
tion  of  the  conferees.  At  the  time  the  disrup¬ 
tion  occurred,  an  ex-IV  drug-using  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  woman  was  speaking  about  her 
experience  living  on  a  reservation  with  a 
large  number  of  IV  drug  users  with  virtually 
no  resources.  She  spoke  from  her  heart.  She 
had  never  spoken  before  such  a  large  au¬ 
dience  in  her  life  and  she  was  very  nervous. 
It  was  the  first  time  the  issue  of  IV  drug  use 
among  American  Indians  had  ever  been  rais¬ 
ed  in  a  public  forum,  and  it  was  this  issue  the 
ACT  UP  people  decided  was  not  worth 
hearing. 

As  the  facilitator  of  the  Native  American 
Caucus  at  that  conference,  I  took  the  floor 
microphone  (at  the  request  of  my  caucus)  to 
publicly  challenge  the  incredibly  disrespect¬ 
ful  action  of  the  ACT  UP  members.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  vast  majority  of  conferees 
agreed  with  my  outrage,  and  the  speaker 
received  a  standing  ovation  for  her  cour¬ 
ageous  words.  Several  individuals  involved 
with  the  disruption  came  to  apologize  after¬ 
wards  for  what  they  felt  was  a  serious  tac¬ 
tical  mistake.  Obviously,  organizers  did  not 
agree. 

Once  again,  the  views  of  the  American  In¬ 
dian  people  were  stifled.  Mr.  Zeh  seems  to 
have  chosen  intentionally  to  ignore  what  we 
had  to  say  at  the  conference,  choosing  in¬ 
stead  to  cover  the  brief,  disruptive  activities 
of  a  small  clique.  I  am  not  arguing  here  the 
merits  of  the  issues  raised  by  ACT  UP,  but 
interrupting  our  speakers  and  our  work  is 
not  going  to  be  allowed.  If  it  takes  publicly 
confronting  ACT  UP  at  every  conference 
where  they  appear  both  on  the  floor  and  in 
the  press,  then  that  is  what  we  will  do. 

What  of  the  long  hours  and  hard  work 
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put  into  that  conference  by  thousands  of 
people?  Neither  GCN  nor  any  other  gay  or 
mainstream  newspaper  in  this  country  that  I 
am  aware  of  even  bothered  to  cover  the  con¬ 
ference  or  the  issues  which  were  raised  there. 
What  of  the  caucus  reports  submitted  to  the 
final  plenary  session  of  the  conference? 
Why  is  it  that  GCN  considers  only  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  ACT  UP  worthy  of  mention. 

It’s  time  to  call  this  kind  of  reporting  and 
ACT  UP’s  action  what  is  is:  racist  and 
ethnocentric.  ACT  UP  does  not  represent 
people  of  color.  If  GCN  can’t  provide 
serious  coverage  of  our  issues,  then  do  your 
readers  a  favor  and  don’t  try.  What  you 
published  was  an  insult  to  those  who  put 
their  time  and  energy  into  the  work  at  the 
conference. 

_  Sincerely, 

B  Ron  Rowell 

Oakland,  Calif. 

When  ‘protection*  becomes 
isolation 

Dear  GCN: 

Pm  writing  this  letter  concerning  my 
situation  here  at  the  Virginia  State  Peniten¬ 
tiary.  The  prison  officials  keep  taking  me 
out  of  the  prison  population  and  putting  me 
on  ‘administrative  protective  custody’ 
against  my  will.  [This  prevents  making 
friendships,  using  the  library,  working, 
earning  ‘good  time’  credits,  reasonable 
recreation,  etc.  etc.]  They  say  they  have  in¬ 
formation  that  my  life  is  in  danger,  but 
refuse  to  tell  me  what  the  danger  is.  I  think 
they  are  just  trying  to  get  the  openly  gay 
prisoner  out  of  ‘general  population’  and 
punish  us. 

I  will  appreciate  it  if  my  gay  brothers  and 
sisters  who  read  this  write  to  the  following 
people  and  demand  I  be  put  back  in  popula¬ 
tion  here  or  be  transferred  somewhere  else: 
Mr.  R.M.  Muncy,  Warden,  Box  27264, 
Richmond  VA  23216;  and,  Edward  Murray, 
Director  Dept,  of  Corrections,  Box  26963, 
Richmond  VA  23261. 

Thank  you! 

John  (‘Boojack’)  Royal 
117208  — C  Bldg 
■  P.O.  Box  27264,  Richmond  VA  23216 


HRCF  sold  out 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund.  —  Ed.] 

Dear  HRCF, 

I  had  heard  that  Robert  Farmer  was  to  be 
an  honorary  co-chair  of  this  year’s  dinner 
but  when  my  invitation  arrived  I  was  still 
surprised  and  upset  at  your  choice. 

As  chief  fundraiser  for  Governor  Dukakis 
during  last  year’s  presidential  campaign. 
Farmer  was  a  star  even  as  the  candidate 
flopped.  Propping  up  the  nation’s  leading 
homophobic  liberal,  Mr.  Farmer  proved 
that  Democrats  can  raise  big  bucks  after  all. 

During  the  course  of  that  campaign,  I  fre¬ 
quently  Joined  hundreds  of  other  gay  men 
and  lesbains  picketing  fundraising  events 
and  demonstrated  against  the  governor.  In¬ 
side.  smiling  in  his  tuxedo,  Mr.  Farmer  col¬ 
lected  checks  from  those  who  crossed  our 
picket  lines. 

1  would  have  thought  that  honorary  co¬ 
chairs  would  be  people  who  have  already 
demonstrated  a  commitment  to  us  and  our 
cause.  It  may  be  important  for  HRCF  to 
connect  with  and  flatter  high-ranking  Dem¬ 
ocrats  but  in  this  case  you’ve  sold  out  your 
constituents  for  some  future  benefit  you 
might  get  from  Robert  Farmer. 

Would  it  be  too  radical  for  HRCF  to 
select  openly  gay  or  lesbian  honorary  co¬ 
chairs?  They  might  not  be  as  important  as 
Farmer  or  Evelyn  Murphy,  your  other  co¬ 
chair,  but  maybe  they’d  be  people  we  could 
feel  proud  of. 

The  trade-off,  of  course,  is  that  openly 
gay  people  don’t  have  access  to  the  kind  of 
power  and  money  Mr.  Farmer  represents. 
Openly  gay  people  don’t  have  adopted  chil¬ 
dren,  as  Mr.  Farmer  has,  nor  the  right  to 
raise  foster  children.  Not  in  Massachusetts. 

I’ll  sit  out  the  dinner  this  year. 

Sincerely, 
Tom  Wilson  Weinberg 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


SPEAKING  OUT 


My  daughter  is  a  butch... 


By  Barbara  Herbert 

My  daughter  is  a  butch.  At  5  years  old, 
she  has  a  clear  and  well-characterized  butch 
identity,  which  is  extremely  familiar  to  me, 
being  a  butch  myself.  It  is  different  than  be¬ 
ing  a  tomboy  (which  she  sometimes  is)  and  it 
does  not  preclude  playing  with  other  experi¬ 
ences  of  being  a  girl  (including,  for  example, 
make-up),  but  it  is  a  manifest  part  of  her 
fundamental  identity. 

Watching  the  way  she  acts  and  interacts  as 
a  baby  butch  provokes  a  very  particular  and 
specific  recognition  in  me,  and  raises  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  issues.  I  think  being  a  lesbian  is  great, 
better  than  being  heterosexual,  if  you  can  do 
it.  I  think  my  child  has  a  shot  at  the  best  and 
I  hope  she  gets  to  claim  it.  But  the  most  fun¬ 
damental  fact  of  parenting  that  I  under¬ 
stand  is  this:  parents  get  children  on  loan 
only;  we  have  very  little  say,  finally,  in  how 
they  turn  out.  This  is  perhaps  the  most  com¬ 
pelling  and  magical  fact  of  parenthood.  I 
will  not  love  her  less  of  course,  no  matter 
what  sexual  orientation  she  chooses  to  live. 

I  write  this  now  out  of  my  own  need,  to 
provoke  dialogue  about  our  role  as  self-con¬ 
scious,  proud  lesbians  and  gay  men  parent¬ 
ing  gay  or  potentially  gay  children  in  the  cur¬ 
rent,  unique  historical  reality.  I  feel  acutely 
the  lack  of  role  models  in  this  kind  of  parent¬ 
ing,  and  the  absence  of  the  breadth  and 
variety  of  vigorous  political  debate  which 
characterizes  other  parts  of  our  movement. 
I  have  come  to  count  on  the  political  debate 
and  controversy  which  surrounds  hard 
issues  for  my  own  growth  and  for  our  com¬ 
munity  development.  Ironically,  lesbian  and 
gay  parenting  has  been  preserved  as  one  of 
the  few  areas  of  our  lives  that  remains 
privatized  and  outside  the  scrutiny  of 
political  analysis.  I  sometimes  feel  as  if  there 
is  far  more  discussion  of  how  to  get  preg¬ 
nant,  or  get  a  child,  than  of  how  we  as  les¬ 
bians  with  the  special  and  particular 
resources  of  our  community  in  this 


historical  time  are  going  about  the  process 
of  raising  them. 

As  a  practical  matter,  I  need  overtly  polit¬ 
ical  discussion  of  parenting  because  I  can’t 
simply  draw  on  my  own  experience.  There  is 
a  profound  difference  between  the  way  my 
daughter  is  growing  up  and  the  way  I  did. 
She  has  been  part  of  a  self-conscious, 
political,  lesbian  subculture  since  she  was  six 
days  old.  She  has  been  surrounded  by  a 
number  of  politically  active,  idealistic, 
highly  functional,  successful  and  mostly 
self-respecting  adult  women  who  are  very 
engaged  with  one  another  when  they  com¬ 
municate  at  any  level.  They  treat  her  like  an 
important,  very  special,  well-loved  relative. 

This  is  profoundly  different  from  any¬ 
thing  I  knew  as  a  child.  My  experience  and 
that  of  many  hutches  I  know  were  informed 
initially  by  isolation.  At  some  level  in  my 
consciousness  1  knew  who  1  was  from  a 
very  early  age.  My  struggle  was  to  claim  an 
identity  that  was  mine  at  the  same  time  1 
learned  it  would  make  me  an  outlaw  and 
despised.  I  gleaned  information  and  self¬ 
definition  in  ways  I  barely  understood. 
Through  communication  that  was  mostly 
nonverbal  I  learned  features  of  style, 
thought  and  being,  that  constitute  butch 
convention.  Much  later  1  would  read  about 
women  who  acted  like  me,  perfectly  describ¬ 
ed  in  the  pulp  novels  of  lesbiana,  and  meet 
others  who  looked  and  dressed  like  me  in  a 
variety  of  disparate  settings  from  the  bars  of 
my  home  city  to  the  plaza  in  a  small  town  in 
Mexico.  I  learned  to  define  my  identity  in 
the  cauldron  of  experience.  My  encounters 
with  institutions  (particularly  of  mental 
health)  were  oppressive  and  terrifying.  I 
would  wish  no  one  that  pain.  Yet,  I  like  who 
I  turned  out  to  be.  1  would  gladly  pass  it  on 
to  anyone  interested  if  I  knew  how,  par¬ 
ticularly  if  I  could  do  it  absent  the  pain. 

It  is  a  little  scary  to  say  in  print  what  I 


believe  to  be  true:  that  my  daughter  has  a 
chance  to  grow  up  to  be  a  dyke  and  1  am 
delighted.  There  is  a  part  of  me  that 
believes,  in  an  inchoate  karmic  sort  of  way, 
that  this  child  “chose”  us  for  parents,  in 
part,  to  have  this  chance.  The  more  strictly 
rational  part  of  me  wants  political  discus¬ 
sion  with  others  in  the  community  to  inform 
my  parenting.  That  is,  after  all,  how  I  ad¬ 
dress  other  significant  issues. 

There  is  a  reason  I  get  frightened  as  I  write 
this.  Our  right  to  have  and  raise  children  is 
constantly  under  attack  in  this  political 
climate.  All  of  us  know  lesbian  mothers  who 
have  lost  children;  many  have  ourselves  ex¬ 
perienced  the  grim  reality  of  losing  children 
we  loved,  children  for  whom  we  had  the 
same  sorts  of  hopes  and  dreams  I  write 
about.  One  strategy  we  have  frequently 
adopted  is  to  be  silent,  almost  hidden  in  our 
families.  In  public,  we  say  the  obvious:  our 
children  will  probably  grow  up  to  be 
heterosexual.  We  quote  statistics  and  invoke 
our  own  upbringing.  After  all,  most  of  us 
were  raised  by  heterosexuals. 

There  are  settings  where  this  is  a  useful 
strategy,  even  a  necessary  one.  But  to  me  it 
seems  analogous  to  remaining  in  the  closet 
as  individuals.  I  want  to  join  with  other 
parents  coming  out  to  claim  and  foster  the 
gay  potential  of  those  of  our  children  who 
show  it. 

It  is  precisely  because  the  stakes  are  so 
high,  because  we  are  talking  about  the  lives 
of  the  people  we  love  who  are  dependent 
on  us  for  support,  guidance  and  their  child’s 
view  of  the  world  that  I  think  this  discussion 
is  so  important. 

Barbara  Herbert  is  a  co-parent  of  a  six-year- 
old  girl.  She  is  a  lesbian  activist  who  does 
AIDS  work  and  a  physician  concerned  with 
the  medically  disenfranchised  people  in  the 
Boston  area. 


Coming  out  to  mom 


By  Jamakaya 

It  was  definitely  time  to  come  out  to 
mom. 

About  ten  years  ago,  my  mother  was  con¬ 
vinced  I  was  living  with  a  man.  She  got  this 
impression  after  calling  several  times  and 
hearing  the  husky  voice  of  a  strange  person 
answering  my  phone.  It  was  actually  the 
voice  of  my  lover  Diana  (I’m  a  sucker  for 
deep  voices),  and  it  was  no  longer  something 
I  could  leave  unexplained. 

I  had  come  out  to  my  sister  a  few  years 
earlier.  I  figured  someone  in  the  family 
ought  to  know.  I’ll  never  forget  the  distance 
between  us  as  we  sat  on  opposite  ends  of  the 
couch  and  I  began,  oh-so-tentatively,  to 
broach  the  topic.  She  listened  carefully  and 
was  not  entirely  suprised  by  the  revelation. 
Since  then,  she’s  always  been  supportive  of 
my  choice,  right  down  to  giving  me  her  edi¬ 
torial  opinions  on  my  choice  of  women- 
friends! 

Big  sisters  are  supposed  to  be  your  con¬ 
fidants,  mothers  are  a  whole  ’nother  story. 

I  really  didn’t  want  my  mother  to  be  con¬ 
fused  or  misled  about  my  lifestyle.  I  was 
becoming  more  involved  in  the  feminist  and 
gay  movements  and  didn’t  want  to  feel  that  I 
had  to  hide  anything  from  her  or  worry 
about  letting  something  slip.  I  called  to  tell 
her  I  had  something  serious  to  discuss.  She 
was  very  curious  and  a  little  apprehensive 
about  what  it  could  be,  but  we  set  up  a  time 
to  meet. 

I  thought  a  lot  about  how  1  should  present 
it  to  her.  It  unfolded  in  a  way  I  could  never 
have  predicted. 

We  met  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  in  her  liv¬ 
ing  room,  sitting  in  chairs  opposite  each 
other.  For  someone  known  for  her  asser¬ 
tiveness,  I  completely  wimped  out  and  beat 
around  the  proverbial  bush.  After  extensive 
preliminaries  in  which  I  told  her  I  had  put 
much  thought  into  this,  that  I  had  felt  this 
way  all  my  life,  that  I  hoped  she  would  listen 
and  understand  and  ask  whatever  questions 
she  might  have  —  ad  infinitum,  she  finally 
asked  that  I  get  to  the  point. 

“Well  mom,”  I  gulped,  unable  to  use  the 
“L”  word,  “I’m  gay.” 

There  was  a  long,  thoughtful  pause 


before  she  replied. 

“Aren’t  gay  women  called  lesbians?” 

I  nearly  fell  out  of  the  chair. 

“Yes  mom.  I’m  a  lesbian.” 

There  was  another  pause  and  then  lots  of 
questions:  Are  you  sure?  What  does  this 
mean?  Isn’t  it  a  lonely  life?  Why  don’t  you 
like  men?  Do  you  have  a  special  friend?  And 
then  a  real  heartbreaker:  was  it  something  I 
did  or  didn’t  do? 

“No,  no  mom,  it  was  just  always  there. 
And  I  want  you  to  know  it’s  a  good  thing. 
It’s  the  best  part  of  my  life.  I’m  very  happy 
with  it  and  I’d  like  to  be  able  to  share  it  with 
you.” 

We  had  moved  much  closer.  I  was  seated 
on  a  foot  stool  in  front  of  her.  At  times  we 
touched  each  other  and  held  hands  —  a  pro¬ 
found  moment  in  a  family  where  the  only 
touching  had  usually  been  the  violent  kind. 
That  seemed  years  away. 

My  mother  started  to  cry. 

“It’s  okay  mom,  please  don’t  be 
upset....” 

“I  was  just  thinking  of  William.” 

“William?  William  who?” 

“My  special  friend,  the  one  who  died  of 
cancer.” 

Oh  god.  1  remembered  her  talking  about 
some  guy.  I  never  met  him.  I  assumed  he  was 
a  friend  of  a  friend  or  a  friend’s  husband  or 
something.  (My  father  had  died  ten  years 
previously.)  She  was  very  upset  and  couldn’t 
express  what  she  was  feeling.  My  family  just 
does  not  talk  about  things.  Suddenly  it 
dawned  on  me  — 

“Mother  were  you  involved  with  him?” 

She  was.  Lots  of  pain  and  regret  and  guilt 
poured  out.  Although  she  mentioned  him  at 
times,  she  had  never  really  explained  the 
depth  of  their  relationship.  And  being 
young  and  foolish,  I  never  picked  up  on  it. 
One  just  doesn’t  expect  these  things  of  one’s 
55-year-old  mother! 

She  expressed  guilt  about  the  relation¬ 
ship,  guilt  flowing  from  her  Catholicism  — 
after  all,  they  weren’t  married.  I  told  her 
that  if  they  loved  each  other  she  should  feel 
no  guilt  or  shame  about  it.  We  talked  about 
love  and  companionship  and  commitment 


and  the  desire  to  express  those  things  physi¬ 
cally.  I  assured  her  that  love  that  felt  so  right 
was  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of  and,  in  fact, 
ought  to  be  celebrated.  It  all  touched  so 
tenderly  on  what  I  wanted  to  express  about 
my  own  lesbianism. 

A  lot  of  my  mother’s  pain  had  to  do  with 
the  fact  that  she  never  shared  any  of  these 
feelings  with  anyone.  How  horrible  to  be 
alone  with  all  of  this.  My  mother  nursed 
William  through  his  illness  and  death  and  1 
never  even  knew  about  it  or  gave  her  any 
support.  How  horrible! 

The  greatest  tragedies  are  those  resulting 
from  miscommunications  or  things  left  un¬ 
said  between  loved  ones.  Coming  out  to  my 
mother  opened  communication  channels 
and  emotional  depths  1  had  never  reached 
with  her  before. 

Mom  doesn’t  blink  an  eye  anymore  when 
I  tell  her  I’m  off  to  a  lesbian  conference  or 
when  I  bring  my  lover  over  for  supper.  She’s 
absorbed  so  much  in  her  life,  she  can  handle 
anything.  1  tell  her  she’s  a  regular  amazon 
and  she  just  blushes.  She’s  not  sure,  but 
senses  it’s  a  compliment. 

The  moral  of  the  story  is:  take  the  risk  of 
coming  out  to  someone  you  love.  There  are 
often  happy  endings  and  the  dividends,  in 
terms  of  growth  and  understanding,  can  be 
substantial. 

Jamakaya  writes  a  regular  column,  “Sister- 
news  and  Views,  “for  the  Wisconsin  Light 
and  is  a  former  editor  of  Amazon: 
Milwaukee’s  Feminist  Press.  She  has  been  a 
lesbian  activist  in  Wisconsin  for  15  years. 
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Los  Angeles 

Continued  from  page  I 

labels  with  the  names  of  people  with  AIDS 
to  the  building  and  distributed  postcards 
with  the  names  of  other  PWAs  to  demon¬ 
strators,  passers-by  and  the  police. 

“Ray’s  Hell’’  leaned  serenely  against 
sliding  glass  doors,  trapping  infuriated 
police  inside,  and  another  set  of  doors  were 
blocked  by  the  People  with  Immune  Sys¬ 
tems  Disorders  (PISD)  Caucus.  The  remain¬ 
ing  door  was  blocked  by  an  affinity  group 
made  up  of  agency  heads  and  government 
employees. 

After  about  an  hour,  officers  in  full  riot 
gear  and  plastic  gloves  began  to  arrest 
demonstrators  and  detain  them  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  the  Federal  Building.  There  were 
reports  of  several  injuries  inflicted  by  police 
during  the  arrests. 

Police  held  the  80  arrestees,  and  one  guide 
dog,  for  several  hours  before  insisting  that 
the  protesters  present  themselves  for  pro¬ 
cessing.  In  a  show  of  solidarity,  most  of  the 
arrestees  refused  and  demanded  that  all 
charges  of  resisting  arrest  be  dropped. 
Police  responded  by  threatening  to  use  tear 
gas  and  withhold  prescribed  medicines. 
Eventually,  all  but  one  of  the  arrestees 
cooperated  and  were  released. 

Peter  Sigal  of  West  Hollywood  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  demonstration  as  an 
observer  and  was  charged  with  assault  after 
allegedly  spitting  at  an  officer.  He  was  taken 
to  Federal  Court,  where  Judge  George  King 
ordered  he  be  released  on  a  $5,000  signature 
bond  pending  indictment. 

Instead  of  releasing  Sigal  to  the  federal 
marshals  as  ordered,  Federal  Protection 
Agency  officers  took  him  to  a  hospital  and 
attempted  to  coerce  him  into  agreeing  to 
take  a  blood  test  for  HIV  antibodies.  Sigal 
refused. 

King  threatened  to  charge  the  officers 
with  contempt,  and  Sigal  was  later  released. 
Assistant  District  Attorney  Rebecca 
Beaman  is  reportedly  preparing  a  motion 
for  a  search  warrant  to  authorize  forcing 
Sigal  to  take  a  blood  test. 

Although  the  demonstration  was  organiz¬ 
ed  by  ACT  UP/Los  Angeles  and  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Orange  County  Visibility 
League  and  ACT/UP  Long  Beach,  individ¬ 
uals  who  were  arrested  represented  a  broad 
spectrum  of  gay  and  lesbian  groups  and  pro- 
choice  organizations.  Among  those  arrested 
were  the  Reverend  Troy  Perry,  founder  of 
the  Metropolitan  Community  Church; 
Torie  '^  ‘'orn,  executive  director  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Ser¬ 
vices  Center;  David  Johnson,  Los  Angeles 
City  AIDS  Coordinator;  Arturo  Olivas  of 
Cara  a  Cara;  and  '^■il  Gerard,  executive 
director  of  the  Mi . AIDS  Project. 

“It’s  a  significant  event,”  Mark  Kostop- 
oulos,  one  of  the  organizers,  told  GCN. 
“It’s  a  new  stage  of  activism.  Most  of  the  ar¬ 
restees  were  first-timers,  half  were  women 
and  there  were  significant  numbers  of  peo¬ 
ple  of  color.  It  proves  that  people  aren’t 
buying  into  the  notion  that  the  AIDS 
epidemic  is  over.”  □ 

ACT  UP/SF 

Continued  from  page  I 

stream  media.  Before  moving  on,  the  ac¬ 
tivists  “decorated”  the  plaza  with  yards  of 
red  tape  and  stickers  calling  for  more  action 
on  AIDS. 

The  demonstrators  then  marched  to  the 
Castro  district,  making  stops  along  the  way 
at  City  Hall  and  the  Mint.  Marchers  report¬ 
ed  that  city  police  acted  hostile  and  aggress¬ 
ive  from  the  moment  the  march  began. 
Police  on  foot  and  in  vans  and  cars  wore  full 
riot  gear  with  helmets  and  clubs,  hemming 
in  the  marchers’  path,  strictly  forcing  them 
to  stay  on  the  sidewalks  and  to  observe  traf¬ 
fic  signals.  One  demonstrator  was  roughly 
arrested  less  than  a  block  from  the  start  of 
the  march. 

When  the  march  reached  Castro  and  17th 
Street,  the  heart  of  the  gay  community  here, 
some  demonstrators  began  to  resist  the 
police’s  efforts  to  keep  them  on  the  side¬ 
walk,  and  the  arrests  began.  Passers‘-by  — 
joining  in  chants  of  “Cops  out;  of  the 
Castro!”  —  aided  demonstrators  fleeing  the 
police  and  threw  bottles  at  the  police. 
Despite  that  support,  however,  over  50  peo¬ 
ple  were  arrested,  many  forcefully,  accord¬ 
ing  to  observers.  Most  were  charged  with 
unlawful  assembly  and  blocking  traffic. 
Some  of  those  arrested  reported  that  while 
in  custody,  they  observed  police  officers 
“high-fiving”  one  another  and  making 
AIDS-phobic  and  homophobic  remarks. 

ACT  UP  responded  by  calling  a  protest 


march  the  next  evening,  which,  despite  the 
short  notice,  drew  a  crowd  of  600.  Jean  Har¬ 
ris,  aide  to  openly  gay  City  Supervisor  Harry 
Britt,  addressed  the  crowd,  denouncing  the 
police  action  and  refuting  their  claim  that 
they  were  just  “doing  their  job.” 

The  demonstrators  then  marched  through 
the  Castro,  blocking  traffic  and  spray¬ 
painting  slogans  and  body  outlines  on  the 
streets  and  sidewalks.  The  demonstrators 
ended  with  the  burning  of  a  U.S.  flag  and  a 
San  Francisco  Police  Department  T-shirt. 
The  police  observed  the  march  quietly  and 
made  no  attempt  to  intervene.  □ 

Boston  arrests 

Continued  from  page  3 

“That’s  way  up  from  last  year,”  he  said,  ad¬ 
ding,  “We’ve  had  a  lot  of  success  in  drawing 
women  into  the  group.”) 

Donahue  said  the  cops  that  arrested  her 
were  “really  fine,”  but  that  one  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  at  the  station  asked  her  “some  offen¬ 
sive,  perverted  questions.”  According  to 
Donahue,  once  the  officer  determined  that 
she  was  a  lesbian,  he  said  “Oh,  what  a 
shame,  you’re  so  pretty.”  And  then  later,  he 
made  several  sexual  statements,  including 
“Oh,  we  could  make  really  beautiful  love 
together.”  Donahue  said  she  “definitely  felt 
oppressed,”  but  that  she  tried  to  ignore  the 
harassing  cop  in  order  to  expedite  her  re¬ 
lease. 

Demo  upstaged  by  bill? 

Despite  extensive  advance  contacts  with 
the  press,  coverage  of  the  demo  among 
mainstream  media  was  limited.  One  traffic- 
oriented  radio  news  program  carried  cover¬ 
age,  and  the  local  daily  papers  each  carried 
newsbriefs  of  several  sentences  while  none 
of  the  local  major  network  television  af¬ 
filiates  mentioned  the  demo.  This  neglect 
led  some  observers  to  speculate  that  the  ac¬ 
tion  had  been  overshadowed  by  the  State 
Senate’s  passage  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Bill  (see  story,  p.  1). 

“I  find  it  rather  appalling  that  a  drunk 
driver  [who  was  featured  in  several  evening 
news  accounts]  gets  full  coverage  while  the 
fact  that  people  with  AIDS  are  murdered  on 
a  daily  basis  is  overlooked,”  said  Busby. 
Asked  whether  he  thought  the  senate  vote 
had  affected  the  demo  coverage,  Busby 
said,  “If  so.  I’m  happy  to  be  upstaged.” 

ACT  UP’s  Murphy  said  he  thought  the 
demonstration  was  “a  good  experience  for 
us  as  a  group.  We  have  a  lot  of  new 
members,  especially  younger  members,  and 
some  of  them  were  arrested  and  it  was  a 
good  experience  for  them.” 

Despite  the  experience  gained  from  the 
action,  the  task  of  agitating  and  informing 
the  public  about  the  funding  crisis  around 
AIDS  remains  formidable.  While 
Massachusetts  has  not  been  hit  as  hard  by 
the  epidemic  as  some  other  states  —  like 
New  York  and  California  —  the  number  of 
cases  in  the  Commonwealth  continues  to 
rise  dramatically  at  the  same  time  as  the 
state’s  fiscal  problems  grow.  State  spending 
in  the  areas  of  prevention,  testing,  research 
and  treatment  has  not  risen,  and  is  not 
expected  to  rise  commensurately,  according 
to  ACT  UP,  and  the  group  charges  that  a 
failure  to  respond  to  the  epidemic  with  an 
“emergency  plan”  is  murderous  on  the  part 
of  the  state. 

According  to  ACT  UP,  “Cuts  in  a  budget 
which  has  never  approached  adequacy  are 
symptomatic  of  a  broader  struggle  over  the 
way  our  society  treats  its  least  advantaged 
members;  a  struggle  which  has  been  under¬ 
way  since  at  least  the  recession  of  1974-75, 
which  gave  us  the  anti-government  current 
of  the  late  1970s  and  the  eight  nightmare 
years  of  the  Reagan  presidency. 
Massachusetts  attempted  to  alleviate  the 
crisis  in  human  suffering  created  by  these 
federal  cutbacks,  but  has  now  chosen  to 
retreat  in  the  face  of  economic  downturn. 
Massachusetts  politicians  are  showing  their 
true  colors:  an  increase  in  regressive  taxes 
which  hurt  those  least  able  to  afford  them, 
and  insane  budget  cuts  which  will  cause  hor¬ 
rific  suffering.”  □ 
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•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Gornigo 

at  Salem 
Pickering  Wharf 
Salem,  Mass.  01970 
(508)  745-0552 

Magick  in  the  Scottish  Celtic  tradition 
Oils,  brews,  incense,  herbs. 
Tarot  cards,  craft  bric-a-brac 
Daily  10am-6pm,  Fri.  10am-8pm 


' 

FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINGE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victirr.  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HI'V  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  6i  7-267-7573 
medical  •  business 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  647-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  edvcatfan 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph.D. 

13  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 

Phone 
(617) 
266-2(569 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


When  lUness  Strikes 
The  Family 

Everybody  is  frightened, 
confused,  and  angry. 

Nobody  knows  what  to  do. 
Too  often,  you  strike  out  at 
each  other. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
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ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


i-V:  SQUARE 

BOSTON,  MA 
"617-266-2240 
iKBALTH  iMSUKANCfS  ACCEPTED 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


COMMUNITY^ 

QUID 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somervilla  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-S547 

ALCOHOL/DRUQ 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGITAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Part  sA/Vork- 
space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St, 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 

PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN’S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  ■ 

(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  021 16 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR’S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

EARLE  III  INC. 

Building  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and 
Commercial 
Call  Buddy 
(617)  354-1706 

HOUSECLEANING  AT 
ANY  time 

Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 
(617)  567-6736 
Residential  or 
Commercial 
Windows  included! 


COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matlson, 

L. I.C.S.W. 

(508)  475-6950 
Insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St, 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  &  ' 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
I86V2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M. A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St.. 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60 '/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROlPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  M A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior 

Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

(617)  395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawm  ut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  SI. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave, 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 

Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Calf  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL 
INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health, 
bars,  and  events. 

Call  11  PM-2  AM,  (215) 
634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118  >•->: 

(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY  LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

(617)  491-5567 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 

life-threatening 

illnesses. 

Delivery/references.  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rales. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  In  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 
Call  (617)661-6089 
(or  Estimate 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID’S 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375 
McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
(617)  236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry 
Wing,  Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 
RELIGIOUS 
ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

REMODELING 

GARRISON 

CONSTRUCTION 

Roofing-siding-gutters- 

decks-porches 

Replacement  doors  & 

windows 

Interior  &  exterior 
painting 

Fully  licensed  &  insured 
For  free  estimate  call 
Tom 

(617)  545-0078 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  SI. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
PO  Box  405 
Rockporl,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 

(617)  353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  SI. 

Gloucester.  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN'S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  — A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  SI. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200 
Th  4  PM-2  AM.  F  4  PM-2 
AM.  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


Gay  rights  bill 

Continued  from  page  I 

ate  sponsor,  Michael  Barrett  (D-Cam- 
bridge).  A  tearful  and  excited  Arline  Isaac¬ 
son,  who  b  /rked  for  this  bill  for  the  past 
eight  years  ana  is  currently  a  lobbyist  for  the 
Massachusetts  Teachers  Association,  em¬ 
phasized  the  time  that  has  passed,  saying, 
“This  is  history  in  the  making.  Finally, 
finally,  after  17  years... after  17  years,  we 
finally  had  the  House  and  Senate  agreeing 
that  gay  people,  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
should  have  equal  rights  under  the  law.  It  is 
so  simple,  and  yet  never  have  we  come  so 
far.” 

“It  was  a  circus,”  Isaacson  said  of  the 
Oct.  11  session,  with  notes  between  lob¬ 
byists  and  legislators  being  sent  in  and  out  of 
the  gallery  meetings  in  the  hallways  outside 
and  “with  everybody  running  around  every 
five  minutes.”  Ten  amendments  were  on  the 
calendar  to  be  voted  on  before  the  bill  could 
be  passed,  and  “we  knew  we  had  to  ston 
those  amendments,  or  lose  the  bill 
to  the  legislative  “graveyard”  of  a  con- 


tafillou  has  expressed  strong  reservations 
about  allowing  the  foster  care  amendment 
to  be  passed  into  law.) 

“We  really  need  to  hear  people’s  opin¬ 
ions,”  stated  Senator  Barrett.  Isaacson  — 
who  years  ago  was  criticized  for  not  solicit¬ 
ing  community  input  —  agreed  with  Barrett,  “It 
has  to  be  a  decision  that  everyone  agrees  to. 
This  is  too  important  for  one  person  to 
make.”  Isaacson,  LaFontaine,  and  Barrett 
all  agree  that  the  meetings  and  decision  will 
take  place  by  the  end  of  next  week,  (Oct. 
20). 

Possible  trouble  in  the  House 

The  Senate’s  swift  passage  is  being  at¬ 
tributed  both  to  the  surprise  support  by 
Senate  President  William  Bulger  (D-South 
Boston),  and  to  the  intensified  lobbying  by 
gay  and  lesbian  activists. 

Although  Bulger  himself  opposes  the  bill, 
and  has,  in  past  years,  “killed”  the  bill,  he 
has  in  fairness  offered  the  power  of  his  gavel 
to  the  Senate  majority  this  June  and  in  re¬ 
cent  weeks  ruled  out  delays  and  other 
dilatory  tactics,  and  pushed  for  a  swift 
vote.  On  Oct.  2,  Bulger  surprised  supporters 


Rall)f  for  Mass,  gay  rights  bill,  Oct.  3 
ference  committee,  explained  Isaacson. 
Because  Senators  were  changing  their  minds 
on  amendments  every  fifteen  minutes  or 
half  hour,  Isaacson  and  other  lobbyists 
engaged  in  rapid  fire  lobbying,  pulling  every 
string,  and  begging  and  pleading  with  some 
opponents  to  vote  with  supporters  on  cer¬ 
tain  amendments. 

Legislators  and  activists  are,  however, 
anxious  about  the  need  to  make  a  very  quick 
decision  on  House  concurrence  by  Oct.  16, 
when  the  Senate  holds  a  reconsideration  vote. 
There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  on  the  part  of 
legislators  or  lobbyists  that  the  Senate  vote 
will  remain  the  same. 

Amendments  raise  questions 

The  Senate’s  passage  of  the  bill  leaves 
supporters  with  a  few  days  to  make  the  final 
decision  of  whether  or  not  to  ask  the  House 
to  pass  the  bill  as  is.  Currently,  the  bill  car¬ 
ries  controversial  amendments  which  nar¬ 
row  the  scope  of  the  bill  to  exclude  civil 
rights  protection  in  the  areas  of  religious  af¬ 
filiation,  foster  care  parenting,  and 
domestic  partnership  rights.  These  amend¬ 
ments  do  not  themselves  directly  discrimi¬ 
nate  against  gay  men  and  lesbians,  they  do 
leave  the  gay  community  open  to  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  those  areas.  For  instance,  the  bill 
does  not  literally  prohibit  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  from  being  foster  parents,  but  it  does 
say  that  gay  men  and  lesbians  can  legally  be 
discriminated  against  by  the  state  foster  care 
placement  agencies. 

If  supporters  ask  the  House  not  to  ap¬ 
prove  the  Senate’s  version  of  the  bill  with 
those  amendments,  the  bill  will  have  to  go  to 
a  Conference  Committee,  where  three 
members  each  of  the  House  and  Senate 
would  debate  the  bill.  As  Isaacson  said. 
Conference  Committees  are  known  general¬ 
ly  as  “legislative  graveyards,”  for  several 
reasons:  Senate  and  House  leaders  who  ap¬ 
point  legislators  to  the  committee  are  under 
no  time  constraints,  appointments  to  the 
committee  are  made  entirely  by  the  Senate 
President  and  House  Speaker,  and,  finally, 
the  committee  has  an  indefinite  amount  of 
time  to  offer  an  answer. 

Whether  or  not  the  House  votes  in  favor 
of  the  bill  will  depend,  according  to  most 
legislators,  on  what  chief  house  sponsor 
Mark  Roosevelt  (D-Back  Bay)  asks  the 
House  to  do.  And  Roosevelt  said  that  he  has 
agreed  to  follow  the  wishes  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community.  Currently,  Barrett  and 
Roosevelt  are  meeting  with  lobbyists  Isaac¬ 
son,  David  LaFontaine,  Steven  Tierney, 
and  Barbara  Boring.  This  group  plans,  over 
the  next  48  hours,  to  solicit  input  from  gay 
community  leaders  and  legal  advice  from 
gay  and  lesbian  lawyers,  such  as,  suggested 
Barrett,  Kevin  Cathcart,  Don  Gorton, 
Katherine  Triantafillou,  and  others.  (Trian- 


by  suddenly  requiring  that  all  amendments 
be  submitted  by  the  end  of  the  following  day 

—  thus  sharply  limiting  room  for  delays. 
On  the  day  of  the  vote,  he  made  the  strong 
move  of  requiring  the  Senate  to  finish 
debate  and  vote  on  the  bill,  stating,  “this 
day  will  see  the  end  of  the  entire  subject,  ’  ’  in 
response  to  an  opponent’s  wish  to  table  an 
amendment  for  later  consideration.  “From 
that  point  onward,  he  overruled  any  tabling 
motion,”  recalled  LaFontaine. 

LaFontaine,  lobbvist  for  the  Coalition  for 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights,  said  that  even 
Bulger  and  Bulger’s  aide  remarked  favor¬ 
ably  about  the  organizing  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  community. —  best  illustrated  by 
the  Oct.  3  rally  which  drew  between  1,0(X) 
and  2,000  supporters  of  the  bill.  [See  GCN, 
Oct.  9-14].  “It’s  not  a  coincidence  that 
things  moved  just  a  few  days  afterwards,” 
suggested  LaFontaine,  emphasizing  the  ral¬ 
ly’s  message:  “that,  if  we  didn’t  get  the  bill, 
there  would  be  an  uprising  at  least  as  great” 
as  the  rally.  In  addition  to  the  rally,  the 
Coalition  and  other  groups  have  been  draw¬ 
ing  on  grassroots  pressure  for  the  bill  by  in¬ 
forming  voters  regularly  of  the  bill’s  status 
and  needs.  And  the  morning  of  the  vote,  all 
Senators  received  letters  publicizing  a  poll 
conducted  by  KRC  Research  of  Cambridge 
which  showed  that  68  percent  of 
Massachusetts  voters  support  the  bill.  The 
poll  also  detailed  results  by  the  Senators’ 
districts. 

The  last  few  amendments  were  retracted 
in  the  end,  as  if,  suggested  Isaacson,  the  op¬ 
ponents  “saw  our  steamroller  coming  down 
the  track”  and  acquiesced.  “We  created  a 
situation  where  even  the  bill’s  opponents 
were  losing  their  patience.  The  entire  god¬ 
damn  month,  every  day,  they  had  to  vote  on 
the  gay  rights  bill.  ’  ’  This  tactic  of  exhausting 
the  opposition  was  also  used  over  the  sum¬ 
mer  to  get  the  bill  into  third  reading. 

LaFontaine  emphasized  the  amount  of 
work  that  still  needs  to  be  done  to  ensure 
that  the  small  4-vote  margin  in  the  House  is 
maintained.  He  explained  that  there  is  a 
common  misconception  that  the  House  will 
easily  concur  to  pass  the  gay  rights  bill.  “If 
there’s  any  place  we  could  lose  the  bill,  it’s 
in  the  House. . . .  The  leadership  in  the  House 
is  good,  but  the  House  is  more  conservative 
than  the  Senate.”  (While  the  Senate  is 
majority  pro-choice,  the  House  is  anti¬ 
choice  by  a  2:1  ratio.)  The  Coalition  is 
organizing  mailings  to  urge  voters  to  call 
their  Representatives,  given  that  “ten  calls 
[or  letters]”  can  make  up  a  legislator’s 
mind. 

Isaacson’s  sentiments  captured  the  mood 
of  most  gay  and  lesbian  activists  and  rights 
bill  supporters,  “I  was  crying.  I’m  so  happy. 
It’s  been  so  long.”  □ 
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NEW  FICTION 


L  esbian  writer  Bente  Clod  was  born  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark  in  1946.  She  is  the 
author  of  1 1  books  in  Swedish,  many  of  which  have  been  translated  into  Norwegian,  Fin¬ 
nish,  Icelandic  and  German  editions.  Clod’s  first  book  was  The  Authorized  Danish  Version 
and  Other  In-fights,  a  collection  of  articles  and  poems  about  sex  roles  and  love  published  in 
1976.  She  went  on  to  write  an  autobiographical  novel.  Break-up  or  Bride;  three  collections 
of  poems,  one  of  which  was  nominated  for  the  Scandinavian  literary  prize;  a  novel  about 
three  generations  of  women;  a  television  play  about  two  50-year-old  girlfriends;  and  a  book 
about  writing.  In  addition,  she  has  edited  an  anthology  of  women’s  writing  and  will  soon 
publish  Emily  Dickinson,  a  biography  of  the  poet  and  Danish  versions  of  1 12- of  her  poems. 

Clod  is  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  collective  women’s  press,  Kvindetryk;  of  the 
Women’s  Cultural  Foundation;  and  of  the  Women’s  Writers  Group,  a  sub-group  of  the 
Danish  Writers  Association. 

The  story  printed  here,  “Like  you  like  me,’’  was  originally  presented  at  the  Third  Interna¬ 
tional  Feminist  Book  Fair,  held  last  year  in  Montreal.  Clod’s  accompanying  piece  about  her 
isolation  as  “the  only  Danish  writer  who  calls  herself  lesbian’’  was  also  presented  at  the  con¬ 
ference.  She  is  currently  looking  for  an  American  or  English  publisher,  and  anyone  in¬ 
terested  can  contact  GCN  for  more  information. 


1  am  the  only  Danish 
writer  who  calls  herself 
lesbian’ 


like  me 


By  Bente  Clod 

eing  a  lesbian  writer  in  Denmark  has 
not  been  much  of  a  problem  for  me  — 
maybe  because  I  was  published  as 
such,  and  didn’t  have  to  come  out.  I  started 
writing  in  1975,  from  within  the  boom  of  the 
new  women’s  movement,  and  got  a  lot  of  at¬ 
tention  from  the  media.  My  first  writing  was 
about  the  sexual  roles  of  men  and 
women.  I  also  wrote  one  —  repeat:  one  — 
article  about  the  so-called  Curse.  Before 
long  I  started  to  feel  I  had  been  labelled,  and 
it  was  a  problem:  “Bente  Clod  is  the  writer 
who  writes  about  sex  and  her  monthly  per¬ 
iods.”  Not  many  grants  are  given  to  an  open 
lesbian  who  menstruates  in  her  writing; 
she’s  merely  writing  propaganda. 

The  article  about  menstruation  was  what 
stuck  in  people’s  minds  even  after  my  ninth, 
tenth  and  eleventh  book  was  published. 
When  I  meet  people  who  have  not  read  these 
books,  but  only  read  about  the  menstru¬ 
ating  Bente  Clod,  I  almost  find  myself  walk¬ 
ing  the  floor  at  nights,  mumbling,  “Out 
damned  spot.”  Menstruation  is  powerful 
stuff,  but  I  never  knew  it  would  wash  away 
so  many  chances  and  good  opportunities  as 
it  has  proved  to  do. 

I  do  feel  isolated  sometimes  as  the  only 
Danish  writer  who  calls  herself  lesbian.  Not 
even  “woman  writer”  is  a  label  that  many 
Danish  women  writers  like  to  use  about 
themselves.  I  do  understand  the  reluctance 
in  writers  to  be  labelled.  None  of  us  like  to 
be  put  in  a  small,  handy  box.  But  still  it 
might  be  a  risk  you’ll  have  to  run  in  order 
not  to  deny  what  you  actually  are  and  do. 
The  media  will  label  a  writer.  We  might  as 
well  pick  our  own  label  with  care. 

During  these  13  years  as  a  writer,  I’ve  had 
many  negative  reviews  —  but  also  some  real 
good  ones  from  reviewers  I  respect  and 
listen  to.  One  of  the  most  important  ones  to 
me  was  about  my  third  novel.  Wait  till  you 
hear  me  laugh,  published  in  1983.  Pil 
Dahlerup,  who  is  our  most  esteemed  woman 
critic,  wrote  the  following  in  the  middle  of  a 
review: 

The  publisher  and  writer  seem  to  have 
agreed  not  to  mention  the  primary  energy, 
lesbian  passion,  in  the  [publicity  about  this 
book] .  A  silly  exclusion,  as  the  book  is  best 
whenever  passion  ignites.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it’s  precisely  this  lesbian  love  —  this 
very  special,  and,  for  most  of  us,  foreign 
or  even  —  as  one  of  the  characters  puts  it, 
“indecent”  —  love  that  shows  Bente 
Clod’s  artistic  caliber.  Lesbian  love  is 
shown  for  what  it  is,  described  in  its  varie¬ 
ty  of  psychological,  physical  and  social 
aspects,  [in  the  context  of]  a  passionate 
loving  human  couple....  Bente  Clod  has 
the  exceptional  ability  to  shape  passion  in¬ 
to  words,  from  the  sheerest  poetry  to  the 
most  sensual  bodily  sensations.... 

I  feel  Pil  Dahlerup  touches  something 
very  essential  when  she  points  out  that  the  les¬ 
bian  passion  is  the  primary  energy  of  the 
book.  The  turn-on  of  my  writing  stems  from 


the  intersection  between  daily  life  and  pas¬ 
sion.  The  inner  necessity  to  speak  about 
something  familiar  and  yet  different.  An 
“alternative.” 

This  very  point  where  the  tracks  meet  and 
crystallize  into  words,  this  point  of  getting 
turned  on,  has  been  problematic  for  me  late¬ 
ly.  When  I  started,  my  writing  was  prompt¬ 
ed  by  revelation,  a  mental  thunderclap.  The 
energy  in  women’s  groups  was  high,  the  les¬ 
bian  communes  were  a  dch  source  of  daily 
inspiration.  Every  phase  of  normal  life  was 
turned  upside  down  and  tested  out.  Many 
things  were  changed  for  the  better  for 
women. 

Now,  the  lesbian  life  does  not  neeessarily 
hold  any  renewal  in  itself.  Often  it  is  lived  as 
“normal”  and  stagnant  as  in  the  story 
[“like  you  like  me”].  Lesbians  and  femi¬ 
nists  very  often  have  very  good  jobs,  or  they 
have  found  themselves  a  fine  way  of  living. 
They  also  tend  to  work  for  good  causes,  and 
put  their  energy  into  creating  a  better  quality 
of  life.  Still,  lesbian  life  as  it  is  mostly  lived 
in  Copenhagen  doesn’t  challenge  establish¬ 
ed  patterns.  Therefore  it  doesn’t  turn  me  on 
as  a  writer  so  much  any  more.  I  think  that 
might  be  the  main  reason  for  why  I’ve  been 
teaching  more  than  writing  in  recent  years. 
I’ve  had  to  find  inspiration  in  other  areas, 
and  it  took  me  some  time  to  find  these  new 
sources.  One  of  them  is  working  with 
language  through  creative  writing; 
Sometimes  diving  into  the  structure  of 
sentences  gives  me  the  same  healthy  hunger 
that  makes  the  cat  run  away  at  the  end  [of 
the  story]. 

In  my  workshops  I  have  met  a  handful 
of  promising  lesbian  writers-to-be. 
Women  who  write  seriously  and  write  ex¬ 
tremely  well,  insisting  on  talking  about  their 
lives  as  natural.  One  of  their  problems  is 
that  publishers  use  me  as  an  excuse  for  not 
publishing  them,  saying  that  “Bente  Clod 
already  wrote  about  this.”  I  told  them  what 
Valerie  Miner  pointed  out  to  us  in  Oslo  at 
the  last  feminist  Book  Fair:  none  of  us 
should  let  ourselves  be  told  we’re  not  in¬ 
teresting  to  a  wider  public  since  the  success 
of  The  Color  Purple.  After  this  best-seller 
about  a  Blaek  lesbian,  nobody  can  say  that 
the  lesbian  theme  is  “esoteric”  or 
uninteresting  to  a  wide  range  of  readers. 

In  spite  of  everything,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  these  young  women  will  be  published 
sooner  or  later,  and  I’m  looking  forward  to 
sharing  my  position  as  the  lesbian  writer 
Denmark  with  somebody  else  who  can  feel 
her  hunger  —  and  feed  it  on  ink.  □ 

©  1988  Beme  Clod 


Bente  Clod 

like  you 

By  Bente  Clod 

t  begins  with  a  hunger.  She  opens  the 
fridge  and  eats  her  dinner  and  longs  for 
someone  to  talk  to.  In  other  people’s 
houses  she  looks  at  the  bedspread  and  feels 
lonely.  She  gets  herself  a  cat  and  it  bites  her 
fingers.  She  goes  to  bars  and  drinks  too 
much  and  smokes  too  much  and  walks  home 
alone.  She  stops  drinking  and  goes  on  a 
vegetarian  salad  diet.  She  stops  smoking. 
She  gorges  herself  at  night,  half  asleep.  She 
stops  looking  in  mirrors. 

She  begins  to  dream  through  her  hunger. 
One  morning  she  opens  the  door,  and  out¬ 
side  the  landscape  is  vast.  She  can  hear  a 
heart  beat.  She  listens.  When  it  gets  dark, 
she  begins  to  walk. 

Maybe  the  heart  is  not  black  and  blue,  but 
red  like  her  own.  Maybe  it’s  a  heart  that  can 
listen.  Maybe  it  poses  some  new  questions 
instead  of  all  the  unwanted  ones. 

She  walks  and  walks.  Faces  yell  at  her, 
birds  shit  on  her,  sand  gets  in  her  shoes,  and 
the  wind  makes  her  eyes  hurt.  All  the  time 
while  she  walks,  she  hears  the  sound  getting 
closer.  Now  it’s  all  around  her,  the  beat  is 
drumming  from  under  her  soles,  she  is  in¬ 
side  the  heart  now,  she  is  inside  the  throb¬ 
bing  sound,  she  is  inside  —  a  discoteque. 

This  is  different  from  sand  and  wind  and 
birdshit,  this  is  familiar  and  different.  Her 
shoes  start  to  dance,  her  feet  are  light  and 
her  arms  open,  her  face  gets  warm  and  her 
voice  begins  to  sing.  She  has  a  song.  Here 
she  dares  sing  it  without  asking  first  if  it’s 
okay. 

There  are  other  singers  on  the  floor.  She 
sings  and  they  answer  her  back.  They  form  a 
circle  and  dance  and  sing.  They  dance  two 
by  two  and  they  kiss.  They  go  home  together 
and  make  love.  Their  hearts  are  red,  and 
they  ask  questions  when  the  night  is  over. 
Do  you  like  me.  Are  you  like  me.  I  am  like 
you  do  not  know.  I  do  like  you,  do. 

The  sound  of  their  hearts  can  be  heard  far 
away. 

She  buys  a  flat  with  her  new  singer.  They 
spend  all  their  savings  and  salaries  on  the 
flat  and  the  new  bed  and  table  and  chairs 
and  curtains.  They  get  themselves  two  cats. 
They  cook  lovely  food  and  have  dinner 
together.  They  have  a  mirror  over  the  bed, 
and  they  spend  a  lot  of  time  there. 

They  plan  a  trip  to  Paris.  They  listen  to 
each  other’s  hearts  and  sometimes  go  danc¬ 
ing.  But  not  very  often,  because  it  takes  too 
mueh  energy  to  sort  out  voices  afterwards: 
you  sang  too  loud,  no  I  didn’t  yes  you  did, 
and  you  sang  with  that  bitch,  no  1  didn’t  yes 
you  did.  You  are  like  me  and  I  don’t  like  me 
like  you  now. 


They  go  to  Paris  and  they  come  back  to 
their  lovely  home  and  their  happy  cats.  They 
support  each  other  in  getting  good  degrees 
and  better  work,  they  are  making  out  fine 
and  get  even  better  jobs.  They  can  afford'to 
listen  to  their  own  hearts  —  not  to  the  heart 
of  the  boss. 

They  do  a  lot  of  good  with  their  skills,  and 
they  plan  a  trip  around  the  world.  They 
come  home  every  evening  and  jog  for  an 
hour  before  they  feed  the  cats  and  then 
make  themselves  a  nice  french  dinner  and 
talk  about  their  trip  around  the  world.  Then 
they  watch  television.  They  talk  a  bit  about 
the  cats  and  go  to  bed  early.  They  hear  a 
sound  from  far  away. 

They  get  a  sabbatical  year  and  go  around 
the  world.  They  see  wonderful  things  and 
get  wind  in  their  eyes  and  sand  in  their  shoes 
and  birdshit  on  their  shoulders.  They  do 
many  things  together,  they  even  make  love 
together  sometimes.  They  come  home. 

They  go  to  work  and  let  everybody  see  the 
photographs  from  the  trip.  They  come 
home  and  feed  the  eats  and  jog  around  the 
house  and  prepare  Chinese  food  and  watch 
the  telly.  They  go  to  bed  early  and  talk  about 
the  cats.  The  cats  need  help.  The  cats  must 
be  depressed,  they’re  acting  funny.  They  lay 
on  their  bed  and  look  at  the  mirror  and 
decide  to  take  it  down.  It  makes  the  room 
too  light.  It’s  too  decadent  with  mirrors  in 
bedrooms.  Besides,  glass  might  fall  down 
and  hurt  you. 

They  eat  more  than  before  now  the  mirror 
is  gone.  They  come  home  from  work  and  cling 
to  each  other,  because  one  of  the  cats  has 
strangled  itself  on  the  telephone-eord.  They 
realize  that  they  have  done  the  deceased 
(cat)  wrong  by  keeping  it  inside  the  flat  all 
day  long  with  no  other  energies  than  cat- 
energy,  and  they  buy  a  dog  to  keep  the  sur¬ 
vivor  company.  They  call  the  dog  Amigo. 
They  begin  to  cook  dinners  once  a  week  and 
put  them  in  a  freezer,  to  avoid  all  the  every¬ 
day  cooking.  They  tell  each  other  it’s  good 
they  don’t  smoke  while  watching  television. 
They  consider  asking  questions,  but  forget 
how  they  like  to  know  the  other.  Maybe  she 
likes  me  this  way  now.  Maybe  no  other  likes 
her  this  way. 

They  feel  a  hunger  that  makes  them  gorge 
themselves  late  at  night.  They  go  to  bed  and 
feel  lonely.  They  go  for  walks  now  and  then 
and  save  their  money  for  a  meditation 
course.  The  dog  starts  to  bite  the  cat.  The 
cat  runs  away  from  the  flat  through  the  open 
door.  It  can  hear  a  sound  from  far  away, 
beating.  The  cat  feels  a  great  hunger.  □ 

©  1988  Bente  Clod 


Mimsy  Moller 


!  »rmistead  Maupin  bids  a  fond  farewell  to  the  tangled  fates  of  the  former 
residents  of  28  Barbary  Lane,  San  Francisco  in  Sure  of  You,  the  sixth  self-contained  novel 
in  his  Tales  of  the  City  series.  Sure  of  You  confronts  life  after  a  positive  test  result,  the  effect 
of  ambition  upon  marriage  and  the  hypocrisy  of  closeted  celebrities  who  marry  to  protect 
their  careers. 

Wordsworth  Booksellers  presents  “An  Evening  with  Armistead  Maupin;  Readings  and 
Conversation”  at  The  Brattle  Theatre  in  Cambridge  on  Tuesday,  October  17  at  6:30  p.m.  to 
support  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  Suggested  donation  is  $10. 

Maupin  will  also  read  from  his  final  Tales  of  the  City  novel  at  The  Northhampton  Center 
for  the  Arts,  on  Sunday,  October  15  at  7:30  p.m.  Admission  is  free. 

Sure  of  You  is  the  first  of  Maupin’s  novels  not  to  be  serialized  in  a  San  Francisco  daily 
newspaper.  The  preview  that  follows  is  a  Gay  Community  News  exclusive. 


Life  with  Harry 


By  Armistead  Maupin 

hen  Charlie  Rubin  died  in  early 
1987,  Michael  Tolliver  and  Thacic 
Sweeney  had  inherited  his  dog. 
They  had  known  Harry  a  good  deal  longer 
than  that,  of  course,  caring  for  him  inter¬ 
mittently  during  Charlie’s  third  bout  with 
Pneumocystis  and  later  boarding  him  at 
their  house  when  it  became  apparent  that 
Charlie  wouldn’t  leave  the  hospital  again. 
While  Charlie  was  still  alive,  Harry  had  been 
addressed  as  KY,  but  Michael  found  it  more 
and  more  humiliating  to  walk  through  The 
Castro  calling  out  the  name  of  a  well-known 
lubricant. 

The  name  change,  however,  was  only  par¬ 
tially  effective,  since  he  couldn’t  go  to  the 
bank  or  mail  a  package  at  P.O.  Plus  without 
discovering  someone  who  had  known  Harry 
in  his  former  life.  With  no  warning  at  all  the 
dog  would  pounce  ecstatically  on  a  perfect 
stranger  —  strange  to  Michael,  at  any  rate 
—  and  this  person  would  invariably  exclaim 
“KY!”  in  a  voice  that  could  be  heard 
halfway  to  Daly  City. 

Michael  and  Thack  doted  on  the  dog  to  a 
degree  that  was  almost  embarrassing. 
Neither  one  of  them  had  ever  planned  on 
owning  a  poodle  —  regarding  themselves  as 
golden  retriever  types  —  but  Harry  had  ban¬ 
ished  their  prejudices  (poodlephobia,  to  use 
Thack’s  term)  on  his  first  visit  to  the  house. 
For  one  thing,  Charlie  had  always  avoided 
those  stupid  poodle  haircuts,  keeping  the 
dog’s  coat  raggedly  natural.  With  his  round 
brown  face  and  button  nose,  Harry  seemed 
more  like  a  living  teddy  bear  than  a  classic 
Fifi  dog. 

Or  so  they  assured  themselves. 

They  had  lived  on  the  hill  above  The 
Castro  for  over  two  years  now.  Michael’s 
decade-long  residency  at  28  Barbary  Lane 
had  come  to  an  end  when  he  and  Thack  rec¬ 
ognized  their  coupledom  and  decided  to  buy 
a  place  of  their  own.  Thack,  who’d  been  a 
preservationist  back  in  Charleston,  was  far 
more  keen  on  the  idea  than  Michael,  who, 
on  first  sighting  the  “For  Sale”  sign  of  his 
home  to  be,  had  regarded  the  place  as  a 
hopeless  eyesore. 

Faced  with  green  asbestos  shingles  and 
walled  with  concrete  block,  the  house  had 
seemed  nothing  more  than  a  hideous  jumble 
of  boxes,  like  three  tiny  houses  nailed 
together  at  odd  angles.  Thack,  however, 
had  seen  something  quite  different,  hurdling 
the  wall  in  a  frenzy  of  discovery  to  pry  away 
a  couple  of  loose  shingles  near  the  foun¬ 
dation. 

Moments  later,  flushed  with  excitement, 
he  had  announced  his  findings:  underneath 
all  that  eisenhowering  lay  three  original 
“earthquake  shacks,”  refugee  housing  built 
for  the  victims  of  the  great  disaster  of  1906. 
There  had  been  thousands  of  them  in  the 
parks,  he  said,  all  rowed  up  like  barracks; 
afterwards  people  had  hauled  them  off  on 
drays  for  use  as  private  homes. 

In  negotiation  with  the  realtor,  of  course, 
they  kept  quiet  about  the  house’s  architec¬ 
tural  significance  (much  in  the  way  she  had 
about  the  bum  plumbing  and  the  army  ants 
bivouacking  below  the  deck).  They  had 
moved  in  on  Memorial  Day,  1986,  christen¬ 
ing  the  place  with  a  Chinese  meal,  a  Dura- 
flame  log  and  impromptu  sex  in  their  Jockey 
shorts. 

For  the  next  two  years  they  had  set  about 
obliterating  the  details  that  offended  them 
the  most.  Much  of  this  was  accomplished 
with  white  paint  and  Michael’s  creative 
planting,  though  Thack  made  good  on  his 
promise  to  bare  the  ancient  wood  in  both  the 
kitchen  and  the  bedroom.  When,  after  a 
season  or  two  of  rain,  their  new  cedar 


shingles  took  on  the  obligatory  patina  of  old 
pewter,  they  glowed  with  parental  apprecia¬ 
tion. 

Yet  to  come  were  a  new  bathroom  and 
wood-frame  windows  to  replace  the  alumi¬ 
num,  but  they  were  pressed  for  money  at  the 
moment  and  had  decided  to  wait.  Still,  when 
roaming  flea  markets  and  garage  sales,  they 
thought  nothing  of  splurging  on  an  Indian 
blanket  or  a  Fiesta  pitcher  or  a  mica-shaded 
floor  lamp  for  the  bedroom.  Without  ever 
stating  it,  they  both  seemed  to  realize  the 
same  thing: 

If  there  was  nesting  to  be  done,  it  had  bet¬ 
ter  be  done  now. 

A  record  hot  spell  had  finally  broken. 
Beyond  their  deck  (which  faced  west  into 
the  sunset)  the  long-awaited  fog  tumbled  in¬ 
to  the  valley  like  white  lava.  Michael  stood 
at  the  rail  and  watched  as  it  erased  the  spind¬ 
ly  red  television  tower,  until  all  that  was.  left 
were  its  three  topmost  masts,  sailing  above 
Twin  Peaks  like  The  Flying  Dutchman.  He 
filled  his  lungs,  held  it,  let  it  go  and  breathed 
in  again. 

His  potted  succulents  were  looking  parch¬ 
ed,  so  he  uncoiled  the  hose  and  gave  them  a 
thorough  drenching,  taking  as  always  a  cer¬ 
tain  vicarious  pleasure  in  their  relief.  When 
he  was  through,  he  aimed  the  cooling  stream 
into  a  neighbor’s  yard,  where  the  sdorched 
and  curling  fronds  of  a  tree  fern  testified  to 
its  need.  The  fern,  in  fact,  was  the  last  patch 
of  green  in  sight  down  there;  even  the  lux¬ 
uriant  weeds  of  the  past  spring  had  turned  to 
straw  in  the  drought. 

“Hey,”  said  Thack,  coming  onto  the 
deck  from  the  kitchen.  “We’re  rationing, 
remember?” 

“I  know.”  Michael  turned  the  nozzle  to 
mist  and  gave  the  fern  a  final,  guilty  shower 
to  wash  away  the  dust. 

“They’re  gonna  fine  us.” 

He  turned  off  the  water  and  began  to  coil 
the  hose.  “I  didn’t  take  a  shower  this  morn¬ 
ing.” 

“So  what?” 

“So  the  tree  fern  gets  my  water.  It  evens 
out.” 

His  lover  turned  and  headed  back  to  the 
kitchen.  “Since  it’s  not  even  our  tree 
fern...” 

“I  know.  OK.”  He  followed  him  through 
the  sliding  glass  door. 

Thack  opened  the  door  to  the  oven,  then 
knelt  to  study  a  bubbling  casserole,  pungent 
with  shrimp  and  herbs.  “Mrs.  Bandoni  says 
the  new  owners  are  gonna  level  the  place.” 

“Figures,”  said  Michael,  sitting  at  the 
kitchen  table.  He  could  see  the  tree  fern 
from  here,  see  the  empty  house  with  its 
streaky  windows  and  cardboard  boxes,  the 
fading  beefcake  pin-up  taped  to  the 
refrigerator  door.  The  sight  of  the  place 
always  made  him  shiver  a  little,  like  a 
deserted  hamster  cage  with  the  straw  still  in 
it. 

“The  foundation’s  bad,”  said  Thack. 
“Whoever  bought  it  will  have  to  start  from 
scratch.” 

The  previous  owner  had  been  an  architect 
or  draftsman  of  some  sort.  A  wiry  little  guy 
with  a  silvery  crewcut  and  a  fondness  for 
jeans  and  sweatshirts.  In  the  months  before 
his  death,  Michael  could  see  him  at  his  table, 
hunched  over  his  blueprints,  removing  his 
glasses,  rubbing  his  rabbity  eyes.  Since  his 
house  fronted  on  another  street,  they  had 
hardly  ever  spoken,  except  to  yell  neighbor¬ 
ly  things  about  the  weather  or  the  state  of 
their  respective  gardens. 

He’d  been  a  bachelor,  Michael  knew,  but 
one  who  seemed  comfortable  in  his  solitude. 
His  illness  only  became  apparent,  in  fact. 


Armistead  Maupin 


when  visitors  started  showing  up  at  his 
house.  There  were  older  folks  mostly,  peo¬ 
ple  who  might  have  been  relatives,  arriving 
with  fresh  linens  and  covered  dishes,  some¬ 
times  in  groups  of  three  or  four.  Once,  when 
the  man’s  primroses  were  still  in  bloom, 
Michael  looked  down  to  see  a  uniformed 
nurse  sneaking  a  cigarette  in  the  garden. 

“I  hope,”  said  Thack,  “it’s  not  some 
hideous  stucco-on-plywood  job.” 

Michael  frowned  at  him,  lost  for  a  mo¬ 
ment. 

“The  new  house,”  said  Thack. 

“Oh.  Oh  yeah.  Who  knows?  Probably.” 

Thack  closed  the  oven  door.  “Go  ahead 
and  water  the  damn  thing,  if  it  bothers  you 
that  much.” 

“No,”  said  Michael.  “You’re  right.” 

His  lover  stood  up,  wiping  his  hands  on 
his  Levi’s.  “Your  mother  called,  by  the  way. 
She  left  a  message  on  the  machine.” 

Michael  grunted.  “About  the  weather, 
right?” 

“C’mon.” 

“Well,  that’s  usually  what  she  says,  isn’t 
it?  ‘How’s  the  weather  out  there?’  ” 

“That’s  because  she’s  afraid  of  you.” 

“Afraid  of  meV’ 

“Yeah,  as  a  matter  of  fact.”  Thack  took 
two  Fiesta  platters  from  the  cupboard  and 
set  them  on  the  counter.  “You  treat  her  like 
shit,  Michael.” 

“/treat  her  like  shit?  When  have  you  ever 
heard  me  say  anything  that  could...?” 

“It’s  not  what  you  say,  it’s  how.  The  col¬ 
or  just  drains  out  of  your  voice.  I  can  always 
tell  when  she’s  on  the  other  end.  You  don’t 
talk  that  way  to  anybody  else.” 

He  wondered  what  had  brought  this  on. 
“Have  you  been  talking  to  her  or  some¬ 
thing?” 

“No.”  Thack  sounded  faintly  defensive. 
“Not  lately.” 

“You  talked  to  her  at  work.  You  told  me 
so.” 

“Last  week,”  Thack  answered,  searching 
in  a  drawer.  “Are  there  napkins  in  the 
wash?” 

Michael  thought  for  a  moment.  “Yeah.” 

His  lover  tore  off  two  sections  of  paper 
towels  and  folded  them  lengthwise. 

“She  never  calls  me  at  work,”  said 
Michael. 

“Well,  maybe  she  would,  if  you  wouldn’t 
be  so  hard  on  the  old  gal.  She’s  trying  her 
damnedest  to  hook  up,  Michael.  She  really 
is.” 

He  didn’t  want  to  discuss  this.  If  the  “old 
gal”  had  made  overtures  of  reconciliation, 
they  hadn’t  come  until  last  year,  when  his 
father  had  died  suddenly  of  a  heart  attack. 
Like  most  country  women  in  the  South,  she 
required  a  man’s  guidance  at  any  cost,  even 
if  that  meant  making  up  with  her  hell-bound 
gay  son  in  California. 

“She  misses  you,”  said  Thack.  “1  can  tell 


you  that.” 

“Right.  That’s  why  she  calls  you.” 

Thack  dumped  a  handful  of  butter  lettuce 
into  the  salad  spinner.  Slowly,  maddening¬ 
ly,  a  smile  surfaced  on  his  face.  “Sounds 
like  you’re  jealous  to  me.” 

“Oh  please.” 

In  point  of  fact,  Thack  and  his  mother 
had  become  cloyingly  chummy  in  recent 
months,  swapping  homilies  and  weather 
reports  like  a  pair  of  Baptist  housewives  in  a 
sewing  circle.  This  from  the  woman  who 
had  never  spoken  to  his  first  lover  —  not 
even  when  she  knew  he  was  dying. 

It  was  her  grief,  after  all,  which  had  final¬ 
ly  made  the  difference,  her  loss  which  had 
sent  her  to  the  telephone,  desperate  for  com¬ 
pany.  If  he  was  jealous,  he  was  jealous  for 
Jon,  who  had  asked  for  her  blessing  and 
never  received  it.  But  how  could  he  ever  say 
that  to  Thack? 

“She’s  against  everything  you  stand  for,” 
Michael  said  finally.  “You  have  nothing  in 
common  at  all.” 

Thack  began  to  spin  the  lettuce.  “Except 
you,”  he  said. 

At  dinner  they  talked  about  Thack’s  day. 
He’d  worked  at  the  Heritage  Foundation 
for  almost  a  year  now,  organizing  tours  of 
historic  houses.  Lately,  more  to  his  taste, 
he’d  been  testifying  before  the  Board  of  Per¬ 
mit  Appeals,  pleading  the  case  of  endanger¬ 
ed  buildings. 

“They’re  dragging  their  asses  again.  It 
really  pisses  me  off.” 

“What  is  it  this  time?”  Michael  asked. 

“Oh  ...  an  Italianate  villa  off  Clement. 
Fuck  off,  Harry,  I’m  not  through.” 

The  dog  sat  at  Thack’s  feet,  head  cocked 
for  maximum  effect,  licking  his  little  brown 
lips. 

“It’s  the  shrimp,”  said  Michael. 

“Well,  he  can  wait.” 

Michael  gave  the  dog  a  stern  look.  “You 
heard  him,  didn’t  you?” 

Harry  skulked  off,  but  only  as  far  as  the 
doorway,  where  he  waited  stoically,  rigid  as 
a  temple  lion. 

“We’re  gonna  lose  it,”  said  Thack.  “I 
can  tell  already.” 

“Oh  ...  the  villa.  That’s  too  bad.” 

“It’s  near  the  nursery,  you  know.  I  stop¬ 
ped  by  around  noon  to  see  if  you  wanted  to 
have  lunch.” 

Michael  nodded.  “Brian  told  me.  1  was 
out  delivering  Mrs.  Stonecypher’s 
bamboo.” 

“Delivering?”  Thack  frowned.  “I 
thought  you  had  employees  for  that?” 

“1  do  but ...  she  likes  me  and  she  spends  a 
lot  of  money.  I  make  an  exception  in  her 
case.” 

“I  see.”  Thack  nodded.  “You  were 
whoring.” 

Continued  on  page  12 


GET  CONECTED  WITH  ONE  OTHER  WOMEN 
FOR  PRIVATE  CONVERSATION . 


24  HRS 
ADULTS  ONLY 


\ 


10*"  per  min.  20*"  first  min. 

ONLY  $1.00  first  9  min. 


A  PORTION  OF  THE  PROFITS  FROM  1  550  WOMN 
ARE  BEING  USED  TO  ESTABLISH  AND  FUND 
THE  NEW  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  SERVICE  CENTER. 


Hang  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  "voice  personals”  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
and  live  in  New  England. 

Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dcTzen  or 
more  personal  mes.sages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gay 
men,  then  respond  to  thiTse  messages  that  interest  you. 
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HOT  GAY  1  ON  1  PHONE  SEX 

24  HOURS  •  ADULTS  ONLY 
10"  per  min.  •  20"  first  min.  •  $1.00  first  9  min. 
GAY  OWNED  AND  OPPERATED 

SOME  OF  THE  PROFITS  FROM  THESE  LINES  ARE  BEING  USED  TO 
ESTABLISH  AND  FUND  THE  NEW  LESBIAN/GAY  SERVICE  CENTER. 
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LESBIAN  MOTHER 
STUDY 


I 


ARE  YOU  HAVING  A  CHILD 
BY  ALTERNATIVE 
INSEMINATION? 


We  are  interested  in  interviewing  pro¬ 
spective  lesbian  mothers  as  part  of  a 
multi-city  study  of  lesbian  mothers  and 
their  children.  If  you  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating  or  pregnant,  you  may  be  a 
candidate  for  the  study.  If  you  have  a 
partner  who  will  be  co-mothering,  she 
also  may  be  included. 

The  study  is  set  up  as  a  20-year 
longitudinal  study  of  lesbian  families. 
The  first  interview  will  take  place  before 
the  baby  is  born  (or  before  conception, 
for  women  who  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating).  Follow-up  interviews  will 
take  place  when  the  child  is  between  1 
and  2  years  old  and  when  the  child  is  5, 
10,  and  17  years. 

The  interviewers  will  meet  you  at  your 
home.  All  interviewers  are  lesbian  men¬ 
tal  health  professionals. 

If  you  would  like  to  consider  par¬ 
ticipating,  please  call. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.:  Caroline  Sparks, 
Ph.D.,  Jean  Hamilton,  M.D. 

301/951-9040. 

BOSTON:  Nancy  Reed,  M.S.W., 
L.I.C.S.W.  617/661-0248 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  Nanette  Gartrell 
M.D.  415/346-2336 


FOREX- 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


7  night  packages 

Cancun  from  $399 
Jamaica  from  $519 
San  Juan  from  $499 
3  night  packages 
Cancun  from  $349 
Freeport  from  $359 
All  prices  based  on  double 
occupancy.  All  packages  in¬ 
clude  airfare  and  hotel. 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


— 


healthy  teeth . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DPS 
Paul  O.  Qrcipen,  OD$ 

Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  OPS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave.fe 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)364-5600 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press  a  worker 
,  controlled  collective  and  a  union 

shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
J  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

^  Call  us  for  an  estimate 

at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5.30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIhl.  MA  02 130 
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The  AIDS  Quilt  onstage 

The  stitching  together  of  bits  of  cloth  may  seem  as  much 
compulsive  desperation  as  loving  testimony 


Remember  My  Name.  Written  by  David  Lemos. 
Directed  by  Frank  Bessell.  With  Tony  Farrell,  jeff 
Kent,  Barbara  Hanger,  Jay  Whalen,  Sam  Balko, 
Pasha  Warren,  Lee  Nelson,  Khushi  Ponter,  and 
Mickey  Moss.  Produced  by  the  Berkshire  Public 
Theatre,  Pittsfield,  Mass.  Through  October  22.  For 
information,  4 1 3/445-463 1 . 

By  Allan  Lobsenz 

he  Quilt  was  first  displayed  on  the  Mall 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  in  October  of 
1987.  It  appeared  again  just  last  week, 
so  tragically  enlarged  that  it  may  never  again 
be  seen  in  one  place  at  one  time.  And  the  toll 
goes  ever  higher  and  the  end  is  still  not  in 
sight.  Remember  My  Name  uses  the  origins 
of  the  Quilt  as  a  vague  skeleton  around 
which  to  gather,  as  playwright  David  Lemos 
wrote,  “a  pastiche  —  in  a  way  a  quilt  itself 
—  created  from  the  thousands  of  letters 
written  by  people  who  have  made  panels, 
conversations  I  have  had  and  stories  I  have 
listened  to.” 

The  Berkshire  Public  Theatre’s  produc¬ 
tion  of  Remember  My  Name  is  a  loving  and 
impassioned 
|MK  tribute  to  both  the 
fallen  and  the 
overwhelmed  survivors,  imaginatively  stag¬ 
ed  and  studded  with  some  fine  perfor¬ 
mances.  The  play  is  a  litany  of  confusion 
and  anguish  mixed  with  sardonic,  gallows 
humor;  it  is  also  a  forum  for  bitterness  and 
rage  —  but  most  of  all,  it  is  an  occasion  for 
raising  questions. 

Among  those  posed  are  “How  do  we  deal 
with  the  wrenching  loss  of  so  many  dead?” 
and  “How  do  we  cope  with  our  memories?” 


Compared  to  the  raw  pain  unleashed  on 
stage,  the  stitching  together  of  a  few  bits  of 
cloth  seems  as  much  a  matter  of  compulsive 
desperation  as  it  is  loving  testimony.  But  the 
sharing  of  grief,  and  the  Quilt,  as  a  tangible 
symbol  of  caring,  offers  some  balm,  and  as 
Lemos’  characters  point  out,  the  Quilt  may 
not  be  an  answer,  but  it  is  a  response.  For 
those  involved  in  its  creation,  it  is  a  step 
towards  healing. 

It’s  going  to  be  difficult  for  anyone  to 
watch  Remember  My  Name  with  any  sense 
of  equanimity.  Remembrance  alone  brings 
only  partial  satisfaction,  and  the  list  of  un¬ 
timely  disappearances  obscenely  stretches 
and  spreads,  often  threatening  to  outpace 
the  only  semi-effective  weapon  around, 
hope. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  accomplishment  of 
the  play,  and  of  the  cast,  is  its  success  at 
piercing  the  inarticulate  numbness  of  those 
left  behind,  offering  a  way  to  explain  the 
enormity  of  the  impact  AIDS  has  had.  The 
play  also  dramatizes,  to  all  those  who  think 
they  have  been  untouched,  the  reality  that 
their  tosses  have  already  surpassed  any 
recognition  that  mere  numbers  can  repre¬ 
sent. 

The  Public’s  presentation  of  Remember 
My  Name  has  been  timed  to  coincide  with 
National  AIDS  Awareness  Month,  and  per¬ 
haps  also  enlists  the  eloquence  of  October 
itself.  Watching  the  wind  strip  leaves  from 
the  trees  is  a  distressingly  fitting  coda  to  the 
production.  □ 

Allan  Lobsenz  is  a  free-lance  writer  from 
Canaan,  New  York. 
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AIDS,  not  for  war.”  Shouting  “shame”  on 
a  “Day  of  Mourning,  Night  of  Rage,”  they 
urged  Bush  to  “Open  your  eyes  and  see,  this 
is  a  state  of  emergency!” 

D.C.’s  OUT!  (Oppression  Under  Target!) 
which  is  part  of  ACT  NOW,  planned  the  ac¬ 
tion  to  kick  off  a  “war  for  AIDS  drugs,” 
demanding  equal  access  to  promising  pro¬ 
tocols  for  all  regardless  of  ability  to  pay. 
“Adequate  health  care  is  a  right  of  every 
citizen,  not  a  privilege  for  the  rich,”  said 
OUTl’s  Phil  Fornaci. 

At  noon  on  Saturday,  nearly  250  pro¬ 
testers  returned  to  disrupt  traffic  by  chalk¬ 
ing  bodies  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue  and  ly¬ 
ing  down  behind  cardboard  tombstones. 
“I’m  here  because  I  want  to  fuck  up  busi¬ 
ness  as  usual,”  said  Scott  Tucker  of  Phila¬ 
delphia’s  ACT  UP. 

Affordable  Housing  Now! 

The  AIDS  demonstrators,  however, 
chose  not  to  stage  civil  disobedience  so  that 
they  could  join  the  Housing  Now!  march  to 
the  U.S.  Capitol.  “It’s  an  act  of  solidarity,” 
said  Roger  Doughty,  head  of  D.C.’s  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Activist  Alliance.  “We  joined 
the  huge  march  to  make  sure  people  are 
aware  that  PWAs  are  being  denied,  and 
kicked  out  of,  housing  because  they  have 
AIDS,”  added  Fornaci. 

Gay  men  and  lesbians  joined  the  housing 
protest  for  at  least  three  reasons.  Doughty 
said.  “More  than  a  third  of  runaway  teen¬ 
agers  who  are  homeless  are  estimated  to  be 
gay  or  lesbian.  Because  of  pressures  at 
home,  they  often  wind  up  on  the  street, 
thrown  out.  That’s  a  very  real  concern. 
Two,  there  is  a  desperate  lack  of  affordable 
housing  all  over  the  country  for  PWAs 
that’s  going  to  get  much  more  severe  as 
more  become  ill.  And,  gays  and  lesbians  as  a 
social  and  political  movement  need  to  be 
aware  of,  and  involved  in,  concerns  that  go 
beyond  our  agenda.  We  join  many  other 
social  justice  groups  to  (say)  that  housing  is 
an  issue  that  needs  to  go  on  the  national 
agenda. 

“Thirty-three  percent  of  New  York  City’s 
10,000  homeless  are  probably  HIV-positive 
and  many  have  or  will  develop  some  form  of 
HIV-related  disease,  and  nothing  is  being 
done  about  it,”  said  Jose  Cofrancesco. 
“People  with  AIDS  are  under  attack,”  pro¬ 


testers  screamed,  “What  do  we  do?  Act  up, 
fight  back!” , 

Elsewhere  in  D.C.  last  weekend.  Theater 
Rhinoceros  performed  Life  of  the  Party  at 
the  Kennedy  Center,  the  Inner  City  AIDS 
Network  hosted  an  evening  with  Dionne 
Warwick,  and  the  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund  and  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  (NGLTF)  reviewed  the  status  of 
AIDS  legislation  in  Congress. 

A  town  meeting  called  by  NGLTF  ex¬ 
amined  the  impact  of  AIDS  on  politics. 
NGLTF  Executive  Director  Urvashi  Vaid 
noted  that  frustration  mounted  among  gay 
men  and  lesbians  because  leaders  failed  to 
offer  adequate  funds  for  AIDS  research, 
education,  and  treatment.  “They  did  not 
touch  the  issue  until  demands  from  PWAs, 
the  public  health  community,  families  and 
the  gay  community  reached  a  crescendo  that 
elected  officials  finally  understood  was 
politically  dangerous,”  she  said. 

As  the  vigil  wound  down,  Jones  echoed 
Vaid’s  comments.  “We  are  the  people  who 
every  day  every  hour  in  every  city  and  town 
in  America  are  leading  the  war  against  this 
epidemic.  And  it  is  our  fight  that  will  lead 
the  way  to  victory  and  to  light.”  □ 
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Michael  smiled  at  him.  Rich  people  were 
beyond  redemption  in  Thack’s  view  of  the 
world  —  just  another  corrupt  facet  of  the 
white,  male,  sexist,  homophobic,  corporate 
power  structure.  Even  poor  old  Mrs.  Stone-  / 
cypher  with  her  bad  hats  and  wobbly  teeth. 

“Sorry  1  missed  you,”  he  said.  “You 
should  call  first  next  time.” 

Thack  shrugged.  “I  didn’t  know.  It’s  no 
big  deal.  I  had  lunch  with  Brian.” 

Michal  shuddered  to  think  what  his  part¬ 
ner  and  his  lover  found  to  talk  about  when 
he  wasn’t  there.  “Where’d  you  eat?” 

“Some  new  place  downtown.  Sort  of 
Mexican  nouvelle.” 

“The  Corona,”  said  Michael.  “We  went 
there  last  week.” 

“It’s  nice.” 

“What  did  you  have?” 

“The  grilled  seafood  salad.” 

“Oh,  yeah,”  said  Michael.  “Brian  had 
that  last  time.” 

Thack  poked  at  his  shrimp  for  a  moment, 
then  said:  “I  feel  so  sorry  for  that  poor 
bastard.” 

“Brian?  Why?” 

“Oh  ...  just  the  way  she  treats  him.” 

Michael  looked  at  him  for  a  moment. 
“What  did  he  tell  you?” 

“Not  much,  but  it’s  easy  enough  to 
deduce.” 

“Well,  stop  deducing.  You  have  no  way  of 
knowing  what  goes  on  between  them.” 

Thack  smiled  at  him  slyly.  “There  in  the 
strange  twilight  world  of  the  heterosexual.” 

“That’s  not  what  I  meant.” 

Thack  chuckled. 

“Have  they  had  a  fight  or  something?” 

“I  don’t  think  they’re  together  enough 
for  that.  She’s  always  out  somewhere.” 

“She’s  a  public  figure,”  said  Michael, 
resenting  the  way  Thack  always  sided  with 
Brian.  “She  can’t  help  it  if  people  want  her 
to  do  things.” 

“But  she  loves  it.” 

“Well,  what  if  she  does?  She  should  enjoy 
it.  She’s  worked  hard  enough  for  it.” 

“I’m  just  telling  what  he  said.” 

“He  can  be  a  real  slug,  you  know.  He’s  a 
helluva  sweet  guy,  but  ...” 

“What  does  that  mean  —  slug?” 

“He  gets  stuck  in  ruts.  He  likes  ruts. 
That’s  why  he  likes  the  nursery  so  much.  It 
doesn’t  challenge  him  any  more  than  he 
wants  it  to.  He  can  just  coast  along...” 

“I  thought  you  said...” 

“I  don’t  mean  he  isn’t  doing  a  good  job.  I 
just  meant  he  isn’t  as  ambitious  as  she  is.  I 
can  see  how  it  might  be  kind  of  a  drag  for 
her.” 

“I  thought  you  guys  got  along  great.” 

“We  do.  Stop  changing  the  subject.” 

“Which  is?” 

“The  fact  that...”  He  stopped,  not  really 
sure  what  the  subject  was. 

Realizing  this,  Thack  smiled.  “Did  you 
see  her  show  today?  Dead  dogs.” 

“Yes.” 

“Was  that  lower  than  Geraldo  or  what?” 

“I  thought  it  was  funny,  actually.  Be¬ 
sides,  she  can’t  help  what  her  producers 
decide...” 

“1  know.  She  can’t  help  anything.” 

Michael  gave  him  a  sullen  look  and  let  the 
subject  drop.  In  the  long  run,  Thack  was  too 
much  of  a  newcomer  to  fully  grasp  the 
nature  of  Mary  Ann’s  personality.  You  had 
to  have  known  her  years  ago  to  understand 
the  way  she  was  today. 

Somehow,  in  spite  of  the  immense 
changes  in  their  lives,  Michael  still  saw  them 
all  as  perennial  singles  —  he  and  Brian  and 
Mary  Ann  —  still  chasing  their  overblown 
dreams,  still  licking  their  wounds  back  at 
Barbary  Lane. 

But  he  had  been  gone  for  two  years;  Mary 
Ann  and  Brian,  even  longer.  His  employee, 
Polly  Berendt,  occupied  his  old  digs  on  the 
second  floor,  and  the  rest  of  the  house  was 
inhabited  by  people  whose  names  he  hardly 
knew.  Except  for  Mrs.  Madrigal,  of  course, 
who  seemed  constant  as  the  ivy. 

He  had  seen  the  landlady  just  that  morn¬ 
ing,  poking  among  the  fruit  stands  at  a 
sidewalk  market  in  Chinatown.  She  had 
hugged  him  exuberantly  and  invited  him 
and  Thack  to  dinner  tomorrow.  He  had  felt 
a  twinge  of  guilt,  realizing  how  long  he’d 
neglected  her. 

He  mentioned  this  to  Thack,  who  shared 
his  concern. 

“We’ll  take  her  some  sherry,”  he  said. 

Now  they  were  prone  on  the  sofa  — 
Michael’s  back  against  Thack’s  chest,  Harry 
at  their  feet  —  watching  Kramer  vs.  Kramer 
after  dinner.  It  was  a  network  broadcast, 
and  the  censors  had  doctored  the  scene  in 
which  Dustin  Hoffman  and  his  young  son 


are  heard,  one  after  the  other,  taking  their 
morning  pee. 

“Can  you  believe  that?”  Thack  fumed. 
“They  cut  out  the  sound  of  the  pee!  Those 
fuckers!” 

Michael  smiled  sleepily.  “Must  not  be  in 
keeping  with  Family  Values.” 

“Damn,  that  pisses  me  off!” 

He  chuckled.  “So  to  speak.” 

“Well,  damnit,  that  was  a  sweet  scene. 
You  can’t  even  tell  what’s  happening  now. 
It’s  not  funny  anymore.” 

“You’re  right,”  said  Michael. 

“Fuckin’  Reagan.” 

“Well  ...  he’s  almost  gone.” 

“Yeah,  and  his  asshole  buddy  will  be  run¬ 
ning  things.” 

“Maybe  not.” 

“You  watch.  Things  are  gonna  get  worse 
before  they  get  better.” 

Thack  gestured  toward  the  TV.  “You 
wanna  watch  this?” 

“Nah.” 

“Where’s  the  clicker?” 

Michael  ran  his  hand  between  the  cor¬ 
duroy  cushions  until  he  found  the  remote 
control,  one  of  three  at  their  command.  (He 
had  no  idea  what  the  other  ones  did.)  Pok¬ 
ing  it,  he  watched  the  screen  crackle  into 
black,  then  turned  over  and  lay  his  head 
against  Thack’s  chest.  He  sighed  at  the  fit 
they  made,  the  sheer  inevitablity  of  this  mo¬ 
ment  in  their  day. 

Thack  stroked  Michael’s  hair  and  said:  “I 
picked  up  more  vacuum  cleaner  bags.” 

“Good.”  He  patted  Thack’s  leg. 

“I’m  not  sure  they’re  the  right  ones.  I  got 
confused  about  our  model.” 

“Fuck  it.” 

Thack  chuckled.  “You  know  what  I’ve 
been  thinking.” 

“What?” 

“We  should  just  go  to  an  ACT  UP  meet¬ 
ing.  I  mean,  just  stop  by  to  see  what  it’s 
like.” 

Somehow,  Michael  had  been  expecting 
this.  Thack’s  advocacy  had  been  bubbling 
like  a  broth  all  week,  close  to  overflowing.  If 
it  hadn’t  taken  this  form,  it  would  have 
almost  certainly  taken  another.  An  irate  let¬ 
ter  to  The  Chronicle,  maybe,  or  a  shouting 
match  with  a  MUNI  driver. 

When  Michael  didn’t  react,  Thack  added: 
“Don’t  you  feel  like  kicking  some  butt?” 

He  tried  to  keep  it  light.  “Can’t  we  just 
hug  it  for  a  while?” 

Thack  was  not  amused.  “I  have  to  do 
something,”  he  said. 

“About  what?” 

“Everything.  AZT,  for  one  thing.  How 
much  do  we  pay  for  that  shit?  And  Jesse 
Fucking  Helms  is  gonna  fix  it  so  poor  people 
can’t  even  get  it.  And  you  know  what  those 
sorry  bastards  think?  Serves  ’em  right, 
anyway.  Shouldn’t’ve  been  butt-fucking  in 
the  first  place.” 

“I  know,”  said  Michael,  patting  Thack’s 
leg. 

“I  can’t  believe  how  cold-blooded  people 
have  gotten.” 

Michael  agreed  with  him,  but  he  found  his 
lover’s  anger  exhausting.  Now,  more  than 
ever,  he  needed  time  for  the  other  emotions 
as  well.  So  what  if  the  world  was  fucked? 
There  were  ways  to  get  around  that,  if  you 
didn’t  make  yourself  a  total  slave  to  rage. 

“Thack...” 

“What?” 

“Well  ...  I  don’t  understand  why  you’re 
mad  all  the  time.” 

His  lover  paused,  then  pecked  Michael  on 
the  temple.  “1  don’t  understand  why  you’re 
not.” 

Harry  heard  the  kiss  and  scrambled  fran¬ 
tically  over  their  intertwined  legs,  whimper¬ 
ing  like  a  spurned  lover.  “Uh-oh,”  said 
Thack.  “Kiss  Patrol.” 

They  parted  enough  to  admit  the  dog, 
then  scratched  him  in  tandem,  Thack  at¬ 
tacking  the  lower  back,  Michael  attending 
to  his  head.  Harry  invariably  left  the  room 
when  they  were  having  sex,  but  simple  affec¬ 
tion  was  too  much  for  him  to  miss. 

“This  jealousy  isn’t  healthy,”  said 
Michael. 

“He’s  all  right.”  Thack  kissed  the  dog’s 
neck.  “Aren’t  you?” 

Harry  gave  a  breathy  har-har  in  reply. 

“He  smells  gross,”  said  Michael. 

“Is  that  right,  Harry?  Do  you  smell 
gross?” 

“I’ll  wash  him  tomorrow.” 

Thack  leaned  closer  to  the  dog’s  ear. 
“Hear  that,  Harry.  Better  head  for  the 
hills.” 

Soon  enough,  Harry  did  retire  to  the 
bedroom,  leaving  his  masters  to  snooze  on 
the  sofa.  Michael  drifted  off  to  a  rising 
chorus  of  foghorns  and  the  occasional 
screech  of  tires  down  in  The  Castro.  At  1 1 
o’clock  he  was  jolted  awake  by  his  beeper, 
prickly  as  a  needle  in  the  darkness.  □ 
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□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  lO'Vo 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

□  31  -t-  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 


$. 
$. 
$. 
$. 

Subtotal  $ 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 
Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Qassifieds 
□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


3 

Address 

$ 

City 

State 

Zip 

$ 

Phone  ( 

) 

Total  $  . 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION: 

.581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


^AD/ 


staff  of  18 
next  to  T 
&  bus  depot 
sliding  scale/ins. 


520  Comm.  Ave. 
Kenmore  Sq. 
247-4861 


COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN  BY  WOMEN 


PERSONAL  HEALTH  - 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sparts  AAedicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  ■  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

-  1755  Beacon  Street,  BrookUiw  3132-1455- — 


[/ 

Agoraphobia  Services 

I  dnxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
tiancA^r.  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

(617)  734-5779 


H 


E  L  P  WANTED 


LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  licen.se  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $2!5/wk.  Weekdavs  5-lOpm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228. _ (38) 

ATTENTION  —  HIRING!  Government  jobs  —  your 
area.  Many  immediate  openings  without  waiting  list  or 
test.  $17,840-$69,485.  Call  1-602-838-8885.  Ext  R6433. 
_ 04) 

ATTENTION:  Earn  money  reading  books! 
$32,000/year  income  potential.  Details.  (1)602-838-8885 
Ext.  Bk  6433.  (14) 


PEOPLE 
WITH  AIDS 
NEED  YOU 


If  you’re  interested  in  providing 
health  care  to  people  with  AIDS.  The 
Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 
has  a  unique  opportunity.  Currently, 
we  are  training  Home  Health  Aides 
to  work  specifically  with  people  with 
AIDS.  We  will  certify  you  as  a  Home 
Health  Aide.  Serve  your  community 
and  provide  personal  care  to  people 
who  need  your  help. 

•  Flexible  schedule 

•  Paid  training  provided 

•  Benefits  available 

Interested  candidates  should  call  Jim 
McCarthy,  RN,  at  (617)  426-7950. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston  | 

75  Arlington  Street 
Boston.  MA  02116 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 


NEAR  HARVARD  FRIENDLY  STREET 

Room  open  in  2BR  on  Camb.-Som.  line.  Now  thru  Aug. 
’90.  Share  meals.  Artists,  activists  very  welcome.  $370 
plus  util.  Sec.  deposit  call  Alan  666-8096.  (15) 

Looking  for  3  GWF  to  share  4  BR  house  in  Dedham.  10 
miles  from  Boston,  with  1  GWF.  Microwave  oven,  cable 
TV,  VCR,  W/D,  large  yard,  driveway,  parking,  no 
drugs,  no  pets,  no  smoking.  Rent  $500-600  month 
depending  on  room.  Call  Sandy  329-0769. _ (15) 

SWAMPSCOTT/LYNN 

Professional  LF  seeks  same  to  share  furnished  2BR 
apartment;  steps  to  beach;  spacious;  convenient  to 
MBTA  and  bus;  $375  incl.  Call  Barbara  days:  229-7474 
PM:  598-3148. _ (15) 

LF  36  and  LF  28  seek  considerate  responsible  friendly 
LF  28-plus  with  sense  of  humor  for  sunny,  spacious, 
apt.  in  Arlington  near  Spy  Pond.  W/D,  porches,  yard, 
near  T.  Available  Nov  1st,  no  smoke,  no  pets. 
$3(X)-plus.  Marilyn  648-4107. _ (15) 

Make  this  your  home.  IL  needed  for  3  bdrm  apt  in 
Allston.  Live  with  2LFs  who  are  political,  not  rigid,  pro¬ 
fessionals.  Back  and  front  porches,  grassy  yard,  street 
parking,  on  B  line,  56  and  66  bus  lines.  One  cat  o.k.  Big 
kitchen,  new  bath.  333-plus,  254-2025. _ (15) 

Prof  LF,  33  seeks  LF  or  GM  to  share  large,  sunny  2 
bdrm  apt  in  great  Cambridge  neighborhood.  W/D, 
hdwd  floors,  wood  stove,  easy  parking.  Pets  okay. 

450-plus.  492-0837. _ (]5) 

LESBIAN  ROOMMATE  WANTED! 

Lesbian  with  beautiful  2  bedroom  house  in  Everett,  e-z 
parking;  available  Nov.  1st;  no  pets  or  heavy  drugs. 
381-8774.  $325-pl.us. _ (D) 

SEARCH  REOPENED 

LF  couple  seek  LF/GM  couple  to  share  beautiful  huge 
house  in  Somerville.  You  get  two  big  bedrooms  and 
your  own  living  room.  We  share  kitchen  DR,  porches, 
yard,  laundry.  Avail,  between  Nov.  I  and  Dec.  I. 

$750-plus.  625-0585. _ (15) 

HOUSEMATE 

for  spiritually  oriented  household  in  large  3  BR  apt.  in 
Jamaica  Plain.  Available  Nov.  1.  Call  Dipam  at 

522-9164. _ ^) 

LF  seeks  .same  to  share  large  quiet  sunny  West  Roxbury 
apt.  in  nice  safe  neighborhood.  3  bedrooms,  two  por- 
ches.  $325.00  plus  heat.  Call  469-4768. _ (H) 

SOMERVILLE/CAMBRIDGE 

2  independent  friendly  LFs  and  cat  seek  I  independent, 
friendly  LF.  W/D,  porch,  I2min  walk  to  Harvard  Sq. 
$34l-pius  low  utilities,  cat  ok,  smoking  not  ok,  call 
Chris,  Betsy  623-1588. _ (14) 

LF  42  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  nice  JP  apt.  Porches,  trees, 
homey,  near  Parks  &  T.  Am  prof,  semi-veg.  non-smok. 
Friendly.  Two  cats.  $3l6-plus  Oct.  or  Nov.  Call  Tusi 
524-1812. _ (U) 

SOMERVILLE 

Lesbian  42  plus  2  cats  seek  lesb  30-plu  to  share  homey 
spacious  apt.  between  Porter  and  Davis  Square 

wash/dryer.  No  smokers,  no  more  pets  available  Oct.  or 
Nov.  625-4298.  Rent  $325  plus  utilities. _ (14) 
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^OOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  ‘'Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LF,  36,  seeks  quiet  F  for  Cambridge  sunny  2  bedroom, 
freshly  renovated  apartment  with  screened  porch.  Five 
minutes  from  T,  groceries,  laundry.  No  smoke/pets, 
min.  alcohol.  Rent  negotiable  for  housework  or  part 
time  occupancy.  $3 10-plus.  491-2298. _ (14) 

SUBLET  10115-3/15  OR  EARLIER 
Davis  Square  Somerville  (reopened)  '/i  house,  duplex, 
across  T,  $650.00/month  plus  util,  plus  sec.  dep.  Possi¬ 
ble  roommate  situation  for  one  after  March,  call  Li,sa 
625-2159.  _ (H) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 

Housemate  needed  for  funky,  progressive,  semi-veg, 
semi-coop  home  in  beautiful  Cambridgeport  for  Nov. 
1st  or  sooner.  Call  864-1466,  evenings  best. _ 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets. _ (14) 

VICTORIAN  BRIGHTON 

L  prof  couple  and  child  offer  furnished  room  in  large 
house  near  T,  W/D,  $350/month  or  negotiate 
housework/childcare  deduction.  No  smoking,  no  pets. 
254-5929.  _ ^) 


H 


OUSING  WANTED 

Prof.  34  LF  seeking  to  locate  similar  person  with  house  to 
share.  Or  we  can  search  together.  Resp.,  dean,  easy-going, 
smoker.  By  Nov.  1st,  if  possible.  Leave  message  for  Cyndy, 
738-8762.  Thank  you _ 05) 

$SM  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridgc/Somerville 
area.  $500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent 
control.  Call  Liz  49 1-3254.  _ ^) 


a: 


PARTMENTS 

MVK  9Q.  SOHERVHIE 

Sunny  8  rm.  app.,  4  bdrms  and  study,  hdwd  firs,  porch, 
storage,  newly  renov,  quiet  street,  on  T.  776-0946  (eve.) 
451-9952  (days). _ (14) 

SHORT  TERH/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Qose  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  message. _ (c) 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

VERMONT  RETREAT 

Huge  room  available  in  lesbian  country  household. 
Views  of  2  waterfalls,  x-country  ski  from  door.  Separate 
entrance  and  bathroom  but  share  kitchen.  Prefer  rent  by 
month  but  other  arrangements  possible.  Rent  negot. 
acc.  to  length  of  stay  x  number  of  people.  Andrea  or 
Joy,  (802)456-8910. _ 05) 

GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  heated  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Enjoy  this  beautiful 
100  acre  mountain  setting  with  spectacular  fall  colors! 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  I I8G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (19) 


E 


O  R 


SALE 


ontemporary  house  with  cathedral  ceilings,  skylights, 
oodsy  lot  on  Cape  Cod.  $160,000,  but  automatic 
ibstantial  discount  for  gay  buyers.  Rent/option,  flexi- 
e  financing  possible.  (508)420-1881. _ (15) 


G' 


CN  SPECIALS 

ELECTRICIAN  NEEDED! 

We  pulled  the  little  chain-type  switch  for  a  light  bulb  Fix¬ 
ture  right  out  of  the  Fixture  and  now  our  storage  closet  is 
in  the  dark.  Could  someone  out  there  volunteer  or 
cheaply  help  us  take  the  picture  apart  if  needed  or  just 
wire  in  a  new  one?  Pretty  please?  Call  Mike  at  GCN 
426-4469.  Thanks. _ 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING 

ASSISTANCE 

GCN  Calendar  nei.'ds  a  permanent  volunteer  coor¬ 
dinator!  3-5  hours  a  week.  Typing  skills  a  plus.  Be  on 
top  of  what’s  happening  in  the  les/gay  community!  Call 
Fred  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 


A  COPY  MACHINE: 

WE  NEED  ONE  BAD 

GCN  needs  a  medium-sized  (not  huge)  copy  machine. 
Do  you  have  one  you  might  donate  or  sell  cheaply?  Do 
you  know  of  anyone  who  would?  All  for  a  good  cause 
and  very  tax-deductible.  Call  Natalie  at  GCN  426-4469 

INDEXER  NEEDED! 

If  you  would  like  to  help  update  the  GCN  title  index, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469.  No  experience  necessary. 
Very  light  typing.  No  need  to  be  speedy. _ 

CHEAP!!! 

Goldengate  Cullinet  software  package  for  PC  com¬ 
puters.  Contains  spreadsheet,  database,  graph,  edit,  in¬ 
formation  management,  emulator,  and  profile  func¬ 
tions.  Market  value  $695.  Will  sell  for  $300-350.  Call 
Natalie,  426-4469. _ _ 

TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE? 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  are  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  1  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  vou’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  426^69.  Thanks. 


UBLI CAT  IONS 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 


IJRLI  CATIONS 

RELATIONSHIP  STRUGGLES! 

New  audiotape  gives  support  and  steps  to  resolve  con¬ 
flict.  Based  on  bestseller  Lesbian  Couples.  $11.95 
postpaid  to  Seal  Press,  3131  Western  Ave,  No.  410, 
Seattle,  WA  98121. _ (15) 


Q 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14(ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions.- 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181. _ ^) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 


RGAN  IZATIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  .meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:(XI.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118. _ 0) 


Prispners 

Sechins 

Friends 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

■  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 


I  236-1848 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  USTICE 


GJOTELLOW  RAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services:  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travet  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  .  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too') 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont,  W,  Virginia, 

Renaissance  House,  Bex  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120,  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail:  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels!' 


r 

V 


\ 


I’m  looking  for  a  serious  minded  woman  to  be  a  I 
good  and  sincere  penpal  with.  1  am  in  prison,  s 
Melanie  CLARKE,  152179  (122),  PO  Box  8540," 
Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. _ _ 

1  can  get  out  of  here  on  parole  if  I  can  find  a  job 

and  a  place  to  live.  My  qualifications  for  work¬ 
ing  are  driving  an  18  wheeler  diesel,  iii  which  ! 
have  a  lot  of  experience,  also  nursing  aid,  cook, 
dish  easher,  phone  service,  store  clerk  and 
assembly  line  factory  work.  My  main  problem 
is  getting  a  place  to  stay  temporarily.  Even 
somebody  who  would  help  me  make  calls  to 
places  would  be  a  great  help.  Please  help  me. 
Write  Cheryl  AGEE,  11021,  1479  Collins  Ave, 
Marysville  OH  43040, 


Prisoners!  Tell  your  ‘stories’! 

A  Pennsylvania  ^soner  is  writing  a  doc¬ 
toral  dissertation  abW  men  and  women  who, 
during  Md  after  their  incarceration,  did 
something  to  be  proud  of  with  their  lives, 
something  really  satisfying.  For  example; 
jailhouse  lawyers,  prisoner  support  activists, 
organizers,  athletes,  musicians,  writers,  artists, 
teachers,  etc.  etc  etc.  These  are  only  a  few  ex¬ 
amples.  Let  him  know  if  you  or  someone  you 
know  should  have  their  sto^  included  in  this  in¬ 
spiring  and  encouraging  wo^. 

If  you  send  someming,  and  want  it  back, 
ple^  send  a  stamped  env^ope.  Be  sure  to  send 
a  signed  note  giving  your  permission  te  print 
your  piece.  Hi^efufly  the  pieces  that  are  ac¬ 
cepted  will  become  a  book  or  pamphlet  that  can 
be  distributed  to  both  prisoners  and  interested 
outside  people.  Send  your  2-S  pages  (handwrit¬ 
ten  if  necessary,  typed  if  possible)  to:  TIYO,  c/o 
GCN,  til  Berkeley  St,  Be^on  MA  12114. 

(Don’t  make  it  toe  obvious  that  it  comes 
from  a  prisoner  on  the  ftationary,  and  it  wW  be 
easier  to  get  it  inside  to  him.)  THANKS!! 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 

#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110,  I 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  Le.sCon,  584  Castro.  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 

— - - - - ^ _ _ _ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES.  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 


Book  on  Prisoners  with  AIDS:  I’m  writing  a 

book  on  prisoners  with  AIDS  and  would  like  to 
hear  from  anyone  in  this  position  or  their 
friends.  I  want  to  know  your  conditions,  access 
to  medical  treatment,  support  and  counseling 
etc.  Let  me  know  if  you  don’t  want  me  to  use 
your  name.  Please  write  Paul  SINCLAIR,  Box 
10.10,  59556,  Canon  


African  National  Frison  Organization 

Today  the  African  People’s  Socialist  Party 
is  working  to  rebnild  the  African  Nationd 
Prison  Organization,  founded  16  years  age 
to  unite  our  movement  against  US  colonial 
prison  terrorism. 

The  need  to  build  a  mass  prison 
organization  tied  to  the  overall  struggle  for 
black  freedom  is  clear.  Reactionary  white 
power  is  moving  ahead  and  the  colonial 
justice  system  still  has  the  lynch-mob  at¬ 
titude,  indiscriminately  rounding  up 
young  blacks  on  the  pretense  of  fighting 
drugs,  even  though  everyone  knows  it’s 
US  gov’t-business  that’s  bringing  these 
drugs  into  our  community. 

Join  us  in  our  movement  for  libera¬ 
tion:  African  National  Prison  (^ganiza- 
tion,  5301  W.  Girard,  Philadelphia  PA 

liiiKiMijii  -  .Ajiii  i!i 

Left  Bank  Books  is  a  collectively  run 
project  that  provides  mail-order 
books  (anti-authoritarian,  pro¬ 
gressive)  to  people.  Send  $1  for  their 
catalog:  Left  Bank  Distribution,  5241 
University  Way  NE,  Seattle  WA 
98105. 

They  also  have  a  FREE  books  for 
prisoners  project.  Write  to:  Books  to 
Prisoners,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle 
WA  98101, 


Reading  your  paper  has  started  me  thinking  in 
terms  of  the  Gay  Community  instead  of  the 
singular  person  and  the  problems  that  can  be 
overcome  with  the  community  outlook.  I’m  a 
35  yr  old  bisexual  in  search  of  friends/penpals. 
I’m  Silly,  Sensuous  and  Sexually  frustrated. 
There’s  also  a  lot  more  to  me  than  could  ever  be 
expressed  in  this  ad.  Hurry  and  write  for  more! 
Kenny  Joe  ROY,  98088,  Camp  H  Unit  1-C,  LA 
State  Prison,  Angola  LA  70712. 


Trying  tn  work  his  way  OUT! 

I  will  be  a  free  man  in  October  (20th)  and  am 
looking  for  help  finding  work  when  I  get  out.  I 
have  experience  as  a  carpentry  helper,  janitor, 
and  domestic  worker.  Please,  someone,  help  me 
out  of  here!  Thank  you.  Joseph  WRIGHT, 
Camp  7,  55888,  Parchman  MS  38738. 


The  prison  refuses  to  let  my  lover  (who  is  also  a 

prisoner  here,  in  another  unit)  and  me  write 
each  other  (on  the  grounds  that  it  doesn’t  want 
to  promote  homosexual  activites,  as  if  one 
could  do  such  in  a  letter!)  Would  anybody  out 
there  be  willing  to  act  as  a  go-between  for  us, 
mailing  our  letters  back  and  forth  between  us? 
Please  write  if  so.  Leonard  SMITH,  D-05443, 
4B4L56L,  PO  Box  3456,  Corcoran  CA  93212. 


Seeking  Gay  correspondence  for  friendship,  I 

am  a  down  to  earth  type  of  guy,  not  into  dru§s, 
alcohol  or  partying.  I  like  all  types  of  music, 
and  am  hoping  to  find  a  meaningful  relation¬ 
ship  with  someone  who  can  accept  me  as 
myself,  as  my  family  cannot.  Harold  Eddie 
HALL,  177695,  Box  E,  Jackson  MI  49204. 


service  to  inmates  a  reduced  rates.  Resumes 
made.  Stories  edited.  Limited  copying  done. 
Rates  negotiable  according  to  either  words  or 
pages.  PENPALS  wanted  also  who  are  writers 
or  artists.  John  E.  MOSS,  60432,  Third  & 
Federal,  Trenton  NJ  08625. 


PrisoN  reformer  (from  iowBo): 

Half  Black,  half  Indian  prisoner,  very  lonely, 
good  looking,  looking  for  penpals/friends.  I 
enjoy  rock,  camping,  studying  law,  and  much 
more.  Please  send  a  stamp  if  possible  as  I  am 
poor.  Kenneth  Kevin  REEVES,  139595 
(B-16-S),  48401  Five  Mile  Rd,  Plymouth  MI 
48170. 


A  SISSY  SPEAKS  OUT! 

Prisoner  need  friends  too.  We  are  used  by  strait 
prisoners  as  badly  as  by  straits  outside.  GCN 
has  shown  that  we  can  form  friendships  and  I 
know  that  I  for  one  am  very  caring,  and,  yes,  I 
am  a  sissy,  but  then  deep  inside  we  all  are.  It 
just  shows  more  in  some.  So  why  not  pick  up  a 
pen  and  pick  out  a  prisoner’s  ad  and  drop  him 
or  her  a  line  or  two.  You  never  know.  You 
could  find  a  fine  relationship.  (‘Kitten’) 
[Readers  may  write  ‘Kitten’  c/o  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St, Boston  MA  02116) 


y 

(handball,  racket  ball  and  track),  like  good  rock 
and  roll,  am  sensitive  and  somewhat  shy  but  can 
be  very  passionate  with  the  right  person.  Would 
like  to  be  a  friend  to  someone.  Thank  you. 
Roger  WINNINGHAM,  31316,  Rt  2  Box  2222, 
Mineral  Point  MO  636^. 


GBM,  24,  sense  of  humor,  diverse  interests,  ar¬ 
ticulate,  passionate  and  sensual.  Wish  to  plant 
the  seed  of  friendship.  Richard  READO,  96467, 
Camp  J  Shark  3-L-8,  La  State  Prison,  Angola 
LA  70712. 


1  enjoy  meeting  people  of  all  races  and  cultures. 
I  would  love  to  meet  TVs  and  TSs  and  other  gay 
individuals  for  serious  friendships.  I  am  very 
understanding  and  sincere.  I  hope  to  hear  from 
you  real  soon.  Cleotis  HOLMES,  74982,  TMSU 
2-45,  Star  Route  Box  22-B,  Tucker  AR  72168 
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20  Friday  □  Judy  Fjell,  Bay-area  singer-songwriter,  in 
concert.  Sponsored  by  the  Les/Gay/Bi  Caucus  of  Harvard 
Divinity  School.  Sperry  Room,  Andover  Hall,  45  Francis 
Ave.,  Cambridge.  8pm.  $5. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 

1 4  Saturday 

Beverly  □  For  Love  &  For  Life,  photographs  of  the 
1987  March  on  Washington  &  the  1988  NAMES  Project 
Memorial  Quilt  by  Marilyn  Humphries,  on  display  through 
October  20.  First  Baptist  Church,  221  Cabot  Street.  M-F, 
8:30am-8pm.  Sat,  9am-l2noon.  922-329S. 

New  Bedford  □  Our  Families,  Ourselves  con¬ 
ference  on  parenting,  legal  issues  and  civil  rights.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  AGLAS  (Alliance  of  Gays.  Lesbians  & 
Supporters).  9am-5:30pm.  Carol  Reeve,  508/990-2753. 

Boston  □  Demos,  tedium,  and  non-violence,  a  day¬ 
long  workshop  using  non-violence  training  to  look  at  ways 
of  doing  actions.  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338  Newbury 
Street.  I0am-4;30pm.  Registration  &  Info,  423-0942. 

1 5  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of  J.P. 

potiuck  get-together  at  First  Unitarian  Church,  Eliot 
Street.  4-7pm. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Neighborhood 
Group  meets  for  brunch.  Women  who  live/work/study  in 
Back  Bay/South  End/Downtown  area  invited.  Joan, 

266- 5167. 

1 7  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  Armistead  Maupin  reads  from  his  new 
novel  'Sure  of  You,'  to  benefit  the  AAC.  Brattle  Theatre, 
40  Brattle  Street,  5:30pm.  $10  suggested  donation,  $50 
special  seating.  Reserve  tickets  at  WordsWorth. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  School  Teachers/Ad¬ 
ministrators  potiuck.  6;30pm.  Call  for  info  &  directions, 
323-1536. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meets  for 
“Hot,  Sexy  and  Safer"  presentation  with  Suzi  Landolfi. 
Lindemann  Center,  25  Staniford  Street.  8pm.  742-7897. 

1 8  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbians  Brown  Bag  Lunch  in 

room  957  of  Boston  City  Hall.  12:30pm.  Julie,  725-3562. 

Boston  □  Fenway  Community  Health  Center's  Living 
Well  Series,  Introduction  to  Massage  (Part  2),  with  Ar- 
nie  Katz.  332  Newbury  Street.  6-8pm.  Free.  Robb  or  Paul, 

267- 0900  to  register. 

Boston  □  New  England  Gay,  Lesbian  &  Bisexual 
Veterans  holds  monthly  membership  meeting  at  Boston 
City  Hall,  Piemonte  Room.  7:30pm. 

Boston  □  Abigail  Child  will  be  present  for  the  screen¬ 
ing  of  the  series,  “Is  This  What  You  Were  Bom  For!”  at 
Mass.  College  of  Art  Film  Society.  Room  309,  Longwood 
Building,  364  Brookline  Avenue.  7:30pm.  $2.  donation. 

19  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Doshie  Powers,  Tricia  Langois  per¬ 
form  at  Christopher's  Restaurant,  1920  Mass.  Ave.  8pm- 
midnight.  $5.  876-9180. 

Boston  □  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defama¬ 
tion  meets  at  338  Newbury  Street,  Room  202.  6:30pm. 
868-0416. 

Cambridge  □  Carmen  deMonteflores  will  read  from 
her  novel,  'Singing  Softly/Cantando  Bajito,  about  three 
generations  of  Puerto  Rican  women.  New  Words 
Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  Street.  7:30pm.  876-5310. 


20  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing,  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469, 

Boston  □  Peptide-T  User  Group  first  meeting. 
Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338  Newbury  Street,  Rm.  202K. 
6-8pm.  Jim,  522-4094. 

Cambridge  □  Judy  Fjell,  Bay  Area  singer-songwriter, 
in  concert.  Sponsored  by  Harvard  Divinity  School's 
Les/Gay/Bi  Caucus.  Sperry  Room,  Andover  Hall,  45  Fran¬ 
cis  Ave.  8pm.  $5.  Lori  Kenschaft,  576-1604. 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva  holds  monthly  Shabbat  Service 
at  Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  Street.  8pm. 
782-8894. 

21  Saturday 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers  an  organization  for  older  gay 
men,  monthly  meeting.  Lindemann  Health  Center,  25 
Staniford  Street.  2-4pm.  $  I . 

Cambridge  □  Daughters  of  Bilitis  “Lavender 
Memories”  spaghetti  dinner  and  dance.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  7pm.  Steph,  267-6282. 

22  Sunday 

Waltham  □  Teach-ln/Speak-Out  on  abortion  and 
reproductive  rights.  Brandeis  University,  Levin  Ballroom. 
9am-5:30pm.  ASL,  childcare,  wheelchair  accessible. 
736-3740,  876-9809  for  registration  &  transportation. 

Cambridge  □  June  Jordan,  highly  acclaimed  poet,  will 
read  from  her  new  book,  'Naming  Our  Destiny:  New  and 
Selected  Poems,'  at  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  Street.  3pm.  876-5310. 

23  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Daughters  of  Bilitis  “Personal  Journey 
Workshop”  beginning  of  six  sessions.  Lesbians  35-plus, 
support  for  rediscovering  our  own  direction  at  this  point 
in  our  life  journey.  Info  &  registration,  933-2749. 

Boston  □  Fenway  Community  Health  Center's  Living 
Well  Series,  An  Evening  with  Fran  Peavey,  author  of  'A 
Shallow  Pool  Of  Time'  —  about  her  journey  with  AIDS 
and  her  own  HIV  positive  status.  7pm-8:30pm.  Info  & 
registration  call  Paul  of  Linda,  267-0900. 

25  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Fenway  Community  Health  Center's  Living 
Well  Series.  Introduction  to  Massage  (part  3),  with  Ar- 
nie  Katz.  332  Newbury  Street.  6pm-8pm.  Robb  or  Paul, 
267-0900. 

26  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

27  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing,  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Romanovsky  and  Phillips  will  perform  at 
Simmons  College  Alumnae  Hall.  8pm,  (doors  open  at 
6:30pm.)  $8  in  advance,  $10  at  the  door.  738-3116. 

28  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Ghoul  Friday,  a  special  Halloween  ver¬ 
sion  of  'Girl  Friday,'  a  comedy  musical  review  featuring 
Lea  DeLaria,  Kelley  Edwards,  and  Richard  Weinstock.  At 
INDIGO.  A  Club  for  Women.  823  Main  Street.  8pm.  $10. 
(show  only),  $13.  (show/dancing).  497-7200. 

Boston  □  Phantoms  at  the  Opera,  a  Halloween  party 
to  benefit  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  featur¬ 
ing  the  "official  witch  of  Salem,”  Laurie  Cabot.  Opera 
House.  539  Washington  Street.  $15. 


Weekly  events 


Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  radio  for  gay/lesbian 
community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR  98.5  FM. 
10/15  Sterling  Stowell  on  gender  issues,  10/22  Sen. 
Michael  Barrett  and  Arlene  Isaacson  on  the  passage  of  the 
lesbian  &  gay  civil  rights  bill. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  10/16  Lesbian  Video 
Night,  10/23  Alcoholism.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  8- 1 0pm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30- 1 0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  'I'WCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989, 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 

Boston  □  ACT  U  P/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  New  Gay  &  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women's  Rap,  1 0/1 7  Sexuali¬ 
ty,  10/24  Women  &  Mental  Health.  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  7:30-l0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  10/17 
Lesbian  Social  Etiquette,  10/24  Sexual  Attraction  in 
Friendship.  The  Women’s  Center  (see  abo/e). 


Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women 's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Arlington  □  Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbians  &  Gays 

meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15  pm.  Info: 
547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7;30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women's  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $IO-$35  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women's  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st.  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 
grief.  Short-term.  Women’s  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 


Kamikaze  Hearts.  Directed  by  Juliet  Bashore. 
With  Sharon  Mitchell  and  Tina  Mennett.  U.S., 
1986.  90  min.  At  the  Brattle  Theatre,  Cambridge, 
Mass,  October  17. 

By  Liz  Galst 

n  one  of  the  opening  shots  of  Kamikaze 
Hearts,  porn  star  Sharon  Mitchell 
(Mitch)  speaks  to  her  public,  naked,  on 
her  knees,  from  the  runway  of  a  San  Fran- 
ci,sco  skin  palace.  An  enquiring  mind  from 
the  audience  wants  to  know  about  Mitch’s 
next  film  (as  of  the  filming  of  Kamikaze 
Hearts,  she’s  done  119  of  them).  It’s  “the 
movie  that  I’m  filming  right  now,  at  this 
very  minute,’’  she  says.  “It’s  called  Truth  or 
Fiction.  At  least  that’s  what  I  call  it  and  it’s 
a  movie  about  myself  and  my  girlfriend.  It’s 
sort  of  a  surrealistic  look  at  the  X-rated  film 
business  and  our  relationship  with  each 
other.’’ 

“Is  it  more  truth  or  more  fiction,’’  the 
questioner  continues. 

“I  don’t  know  because  I  don’t  know  if 
I’m  more  truth  or  more  fiction’’  is  Mitch’s 
answer.  And  her  girlfriend, 
Tigr,  concurs:  Mitch  is 
always  “on.”  On  screen. 
On  stage.  On  drugs,  though  Tigr’s  on  drugs, 
too. 

Kamikaze  Hearts  is  a  love  story,  a  seem¬ 
ingly  tragic  romance  in  which  the  sad  ending 
is,  in  fact,  an  affirmative  one.  What  makes 
director  Juliet  Bashore’s  non-fiction  film  so 
amazingly  powerful  is  not  only  the  way  in 
which  it  deals  with  Mitch  and  Tigr’s  love  af¬ 
fair,  but  also  how  it  explores  the  differences 
between  illusion  and  real  life  and  how  work¬ 
ers  in  the  dreamworld  of  the  porn  industry 
try  to  negotiate  between  them. 

For  Mitch,  there  is  no  difference  between 
reality  and  the  movies.  The  two  have  fused, 
making  her  the  world’s  busiest  actress.  “I 
don’t  get  paid  to  act.  I’m  always  acting.  I  get 
paid  to  wait  around  between  takes,”  she 
says.  Her  life  is  a  movie  in  which  she,  natur¬ 
ally,  is  the  star.  Mitch’s  engaging  persona 
guides  us  through  the  movie,  explaining  the 
set,  the  plot  of  the  porn  flick  we  watch  being 
filmed,  the  “wrap”  party  for  the  cast  and 
crew.  She/her  character  is  alluring,  attrac¬ 
tive,  she  has  no  feelings  to  hurt  and  no  pro¬ 
blems  to  solve;  whatever  it  is  she’s  shooting 
into  her  arms  solves  everything.  Mitch  is 
pure  fantasy  in  the  flesh.  No  doubt  that’s 
why  she  works  so  well  in  the  business  and 


A  desperate  eroticism 


Kamikaze  Hearts  is  a  riveting  look  at  the  world  of  lesbian 

junkie  porn  stars 


Sharon  (Mitch)  Mitchell  and  Tina  Mennett  (Tigr)  are  lovers  and  sex  workers  in  the  porn  industry  in 
‘Kamikaze  Hearts’ 


why  the  wardrobe  mistress  describes  her  as 
the  perfect  fuck. 

Tigr  is  another  story  though.  As  much  as 
she  wants  to  be  like  Mitch,  as  hard  as  she 
tries,  she’ll  never  become  that  kind  of  con¬ 
summate  actress.  Fucked  up  on  drugs 
(which  is  most  of  the  time)  or  not,  her  real 
emotions  leak  all  over  the  place.  Mitch  lies 
to  her,  she  steals  from  her,  and  that  makes 
Tigr  angry.  Mitch’s  scenes  (on  and  off  the 
screen)  with  other  women  get  Tigr  jealous. 
While  Mitch  almost  celebrates  even  the  dan¬ 
gerous  situations  her  habit  gets  her  into, 
Tigr  knows  her  life  as  a  junkie  in  tlie 


business,  and  as  Mitch’s  lover,  is  not  work¬ 
ing  out.  Near  the  end  of  the  movie,  the  two 
women  are  out  on  the  roof  of  the  building 
where  they’re  shooting  this  porn  film  vague¬ 
ly  inspired  by  Bizet’s  opera  Carmen,  and 
they’ve  just  done  a  lot  of  what  is  presumably 
smack.  Tigr  is  talking  about  wanting  to  act. 
She  tells  us  “There’s  one  thing... I  want  to 
learn,  I  want  to  learn  how  to  do  it.  I  want  to 
learn  technique,  I  want  to  learn  method...! 
have  all  this  heart,  I  have  all  this  guts,  but  I 
don’t  have  technique.  I  want  to  learn  Stani- 
slawski.  Just  want  to  learn  to  apply  it.” 

But  really,  Tigr  can’t  be  an  actress  on  and 


off  the  set  like  Mitch  is;  she’s  much  too 
aware  of  her  own  numbness  to  pull  it  off. 
She  hates  this  awareness,  but  it’s  the  one 
thing  that  might  get  her  out  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  away  from  Mitch.  “I  didn’t  used  to 
need  this  fucking  fix  all  the  time.  Now  I  have 
to  fix  on  everything  and  I  know  that  it’s 
wrong  but  I  can’t  get  it  together  either. 
What’s  the  matter  with  the  whole  human 
race... I  mean,  what  am  I  missing  that  I  have 
to  keep  having  to  do  this?  There’s  nothing 
left  that  gets  me  off.  There’s  nothing  left. 
Do  you  know  how  awful  that  is?  And  I 
don’t  want  to  kill  myself  either.  That’s  the 
only  thing  that  gets  me  off  is  the  fact  that  I 
can  still  live.  I  keep  on  trying  to  find  some 
other  way  of  getting  off  besides  bein’  a  total 
junkie.” 

Tigr  and  Mitch  appear  genuinely  involved 
in  the  film,  but  in  an  earlier  part  of  the  nar¬ 
rative,  which  Tigr  has  scripted  with  some  of 
the  benefits  of  hindsight,  she  says  their  rela¬ 
tionship  was  something  made  for  the  indus¬ 
try.  It  hyped  them  in  the  skin  business,  at  the 
same  time  protecting  them  from  being  hit  on 
by  producers  and  other  scum.  Nothing  is  as 
it  seems  —  as  some  of  the  other  crew 
members  realize  as  well.  Jorge,  who  says  he 
loves  the  business,  that  it’s  “a  wonderful 
world. ..free  and  true,”  eventually  gets  his 
savings  stolen  by  Mitch.  The  make-up  man 
says  he’s  worked  on  400  skin  flicks  and 
hasn’t  found  anything  erotic  in  any  of  them. 
Tigr  says,  “It’s  not  an  honest  thing  por¬ 
nography  is  showing.  It’s  a  desperate 
eroticism.” 

It’s  this  desperation  that  Bashore’s  film 
portrays  so  well.  She  leads  us  through  the 
glitzy  facade  into  the  real  porn  business 
where  there  are  labor  disputes  and  personal 
rivalries  and  people  strung  out  all  over  the 
place.  There  aren’t  any  women  empowered 
by  pornography  in  this  film,  but  neither  is  it 
a  morality  play  or  anti-porn  tract.  Clearly 
informed  by  five  years  of  feminist  debates. 
Kamikaze  Hearts  is  ripe  with  contradictions 
and  complexities.  It  puts  Bashore  in  the 
forefront  of  U.S.  non-fiction  filmmaking, 
and  I  hope  she  stays  there,  showing  us 
what’s  genuine  and  what’s  artifice  and  the 
interplay  between  them. 

Liz  Galst  hopes  that  Juliet  Bashore  will  ask 
her  to  be  a  production  assistant  on  her  next 
film. 


GHOUL  FRIDAY 

CGirl  Friday] 

OCTOBER  28,  8PM 

GHOUL  FRIDAY  (Girl  Friday)  Featuring 
Comics  LEA  DE  LARIA,  KELLEY  EDWARDS,  and  RICHARD  WEINSTOCK 
$10.  (show  only)  ($13.  show/dancing) 

0  Tickets  Now  On  Sale 
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8  O'CLOCK  'TIL  MIDNIGHT 
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At  the  YWCA, 

140  Clarendon  Street 
(Copley  Square) 


Music  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Freedom  Trail  Band 
With  special  guests  “Cheek  to  Cheek* 
$5  in  advance,  $7  at  the  door 

Alcohol-free 
All  welcome 
Refreshments  available 


PRODUCED  BY  THE 
FREEDOM  TRAIL  BAND.  INC. 


BOSTON’S  ONLY  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 


For  tickets  or 
more  information, 
call  424-7025 


